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The Character of a true Beleever, - 


that walks in ſome meaſure anſwerable to: 
che Goſpel, his Chriſtian profeſſion, and the 


millions of Mercies he hath received. 


In reading whereof refle@ upon your ſelves, and ſee. 
| what compariſon there is between that you are,and what 


| * you ſhould be;and then with bleſſing from above,it will much 
| furcker you'in your way to Heaven : for therefore are'wg; 
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« Chriſtians in name gnlyy becauſe we think our ſe J ad 
Chriſtians indeed,and already good enaug "4 26% 
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| CHAP. I. | | 
DESDE Ond works,and good inſtrufions, are the generative aRs of 
: the ſoul 3 our of which (pring new poſterity to the Church 
+ and Gofpel. And it is both a happy and pleaſing harmony, 
{when ſaying and doing go both rogether. Bur examples are 
F== more prevalent for the meſt part then precepts, and 4s are * 
better expreſſions then words, Preceprs ſhew us what we. 
ſhould do, but examples ſew us how we may do it 3 and that what is in- 
joyned may be dene of ws, becauſe they have been done of others like our 
» ſelves, Example is a living and efficacious Sermon ; eaſily perſwading 
._* What we intend,while it proves what we perſwade ro be feaſhble, Befides, 
-» Exenples give a quicker and deeper impreſſion upon mens ſpirics then ar-** | 
gunenzs. And.be perſwades unto virtue moſt, who liverh beft. Yea cer- 
' Saialy 2 ſzeechleſſe life harbmore force in it,thon a Kfelefſe ſpeech 1 | For 8 
O9T A J * Chriſtian 


2 T he Whole Duty of a Chriſtias. 


Chriſtian converſation, is of the Scriptares,the beſt,trueft,and plaineſt Com. 


mc or Expoſition. ' 4 68 
$ 2. Or thould it be queſtionable in ſome caſes, yer deeds are ever of 
more power then words, and praice more prevalent then precepts with the 
multitude : who as they are more taken with, ſo they are better able to 
judge by the fight of zhe eye then by the hearing of the car. When the Or- 
thodox and Arian Biſhops contended abour the faith, Fovinian could (Jy, 
Of your lcarning I cannot ſo well judge, or of your ſubtill di{þutations ; Bur 
I can obſerve which of you hare the berrer behaviours. Good works are un- 
anſwerable Syllogiſmes, invincible demonſtrations: - And it is naturall for 
men to foliow the Law of fat, before the Law of faith ; a vifible pattern 
rather then a meer audible dotrine. Men are readier tolive by ſenſe and 
fight then by faith enly : Yea the want of fight, cauſes nor ſeldom the want 
of faith,as we finde it tared with Thomas,Joh. 20.25. 
$ 3. Men are apt to carp againſt what the Miniſter ſpeaks, though he 
bring the Word for his warrant 3 but the Beauty of Holineſſe hath often 
ſtolen away the hearts of the gainlayers, and won their affeFions even 
againſt their wills, Religion hath a truth and a power in it : people will 
never belceve the truth of a dofFrine in our mouthes,where they ſee not the 
power thereof in our lives. Noran it be denied, but that words are of 
more efficacy and authority when deeds follow. Bur take (ome inſtances 
whereof we have ample experience. And firſt obſerve how it fares be- 
tween Paſtors and their people; for from the Paſtors example they all rake 
fire,as one torch lights many. | 
Paitors are the glaſse, the ſcool,the book, 
Where peoples eyes do learn, do read,do look. J 
Every private Chrifi:an ought ro be a common linc in Chriſtianity ; but the 
Miniſter is or ſhould be as a ſes copy of ſanitification ro the reſt. 
The learned Preachers words though pdain, 
To plain men truth may preach : 
But P aftors prows praftice doth, 
A holy life them reach, 
$ 4. And ſo onthe contrary : All men like ſheep are prone to go aſtray, 
but if rhe bellweather or leading ſheep takes a vagary, all the flock will fol - 
low him. We are apt to be led by precepts, bur are cafily overled by evil 
preſedents, even following our guides untill we have loſt our ſelves : which 
occaſions the boly Ghoſt to uſe that Proverb 3 Like Pricſt,like people, Hole. 
4:9+ Ia.24.2, 
T has doArine is divine indeed ; 
That by good works proves words ; 
More harm do ill examples breed ; 
Then good words, good affor1s- 
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5, And thc like of Goucrnours : the fats of cminent perſons become 


exfnpics 3 thoſe examples Laws : 
Vnio the ex.mple sf the King ; 
The world does frame in every thing. 
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Auguſtus a learned Prince, filled Rome wich ſcholars, Tyberius filled ic 
with difl. mvlers, Conſtantine with Chriſtians, Fulien with atheilts : 
Ler Feroboam only ſet up Calves in Dan and Bethel, the poople are preſently 
down on their knees; yea every one» like beaſts in beards will go a lowing 
after them : Yea if Saul doeven kill him(clf,his Armour-hearer will dothe 
like : T he Leaders example is a Law to the followers. Whence it hath 
ever been the dangerous poticy of Satan, to aflault principall men both 
in.Cburch and Commonwealth, knowing the multitude ( as we {ay of Bees) 
will follow their maſter. 

$ 6. And the ſame might be ſhewn of Parents and Maſters : We are 
led by whom we are fed, without any re(pe& to him that feeds both them 
and us. A fickhead makes a diſtempered body ; a blindeeye endangers all 
the other members, &c, whereas piety in a Parent or Maſter, like Agrons 
oyntment, runs dawn &0 the skirts of his family, Plal.133.2. Whence that 
uſuall phraſe of the boly Ghoſt, The max belceved with all bis houſhold, Joh. 
4»53-Acts 16,3 3,34- , 

$ 7. But that thoſe whom precepts do not ſo effeually move, are nor 
ſeldom induced by examples; will beſt appear by the induRion of par- 
ticular inſtances. We reade, rhat more infidels were won to the Chriſtian 
faith, bv the vertuous and boly lives of the primitive Chriſtians, then by the 
doAFrine which they taugkt : they made the world to reade in their lives, 
rhar they did beleeve in their hearts: and cauſed the Heathen to ſay, F his 
is 2 good God, whoſe ſervants are (6 good, Yea as SoFomen obſerves, the 
devour lite of one poor captive Chriltianmaid, made a Kzrg and all his 
fantily imbrace the (/briſizan faith, Cictlia likewiſe a poor virgin, by her 
vertuous life and gracious behaviour in her martyrdom, was the means of 
converting four hundred to Chriſt And we reade thar S* Albon receiving a 
poor perfecured Chriſtie into his houſe 3 by only obſerving his holy de- 
voertion' and unblameable life, was {o much affeRed therewith, that he 
became both an earneſt profeſſor of the faith, and int a glorious 
Martyr for tbe faith, All which conſidered, namely 
ſhine ſo much, as when they are lively engraven or ted in [ome 
eminent ſperſon : I have thought good to reduce all, &rWmolt all rhe 
Evangelical Precepts, imo a particular and familiar example, that ſo ir 


revenues: Or one that does unto all others, as he would have others do unto 
him, Manth. 7.12. | 
CHAP. IL 
$ i. T* His Ghriftian fndeed,this true Beleever is one, rhar God ( of his 
'® free grace and good pleaſure) bath choſen, and <l<&ed ro crernall 
of > 
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The Whole T uty of a Chriſtian, 
life before the foundation of the world 3 and whom Chriſt hath redeem- 
ed with his poCcious bloud. 
$ 2. He iseffeually called, and become a'new Creature by regene- 
ration, being both begotren and born anew of God by the immorrall 
ſced of the Word, and the Spirics powerfull working with it. And with- 
= this new birth there is no being ſaved, as our Saviour himſelf affirms, 
obn 3.5. 
5 $ 3. Heis induſtrious afrer the means of grace, loves to hear Chriſts 
voice, and delights in it, as finding a ſweet relliſh therein ; is able ro 
know when Chriſt ſpeaketh,and when the remprer 3 he receives the Word 
Rot as the word of men, bur as it is indeed the Word of God, with all 
readineſſe 3 for he reſiſts nor as the wicked do, but obeys Chriſts call ; 
which worketh in him-mighcily : for he findes it by expetience quick, and 
powerfull, and ſharper-then any two edged ſword 3 piercing even to the 
dividing aſunder of the (ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joynts and marrow 
and to the diſcerning of the very thoughts, and the moſt ſecrec intents of 
the hearr. 
$ 4. His heart is circumciſed, or rather Go4 takes away the ſtony 
heart our of his fleſh, and gives him a new heart 3 in which he writes his 
Law,and puts a new ſpirit into him,ey.n his own Spirit 3 cauſing bim to 
walk in his ſtatutes,and keep his ordinances (o as to do them. 
$ 5. God ſheds his love abroad in his heart by the holy Ghoſt, who 
wirtneGeth to his conſcience,that he is become the childe of God zwhereby 


| he hath union,and communion with Chriſt ; partakes of the divine na« 


ture,and becomes like God in holinefle. 

S 6. He is brcuzht out of darknefle into marvellous light, hath his 
ey:s opened to {ce the wonders ef Gods Law ; and that vail, or curtain 
which before was dtawn over his heart (2 Cor. z.15,16.)taken away,and 
is turncd from the power of Satan unto God. 

S 7. 1 amed of his former converſation, bewailes, and mourns 
fins,afuall and originall,of omiſiion and commiſſion, 
nownzlefſer, as well as ereater : yea,as well for the evil 
© his beſt works,as for his evil works; being more grieved 
for offending ſo good a God, then for that it doth, or might. bring him 
ſhame,or puniſhment in this life,or in hell, 

$ 8. He now findes thar the Law is ſpirituall, binding rhe heart as 
well as the hands; to which holy and juſt rule he brings all his thoughts, 
words and ations; and ſo (ces himſelf out of meaſure finfull, as being 
guilty of all manner of concupilcence 3 having broken every one of rholie 
rightevus precepts(Exodus 20.) more times and waies then he hath haires 
on his head ; not b. ing able ot himſelf ro think a good thought : for that 
all the powers of his (oul, and members of bis body, are whoily, and ori- 
vinally corrupred. | 

$ 9. Helecs himſelf as guilty of Adams finne (being in his loyns,) as 
any Heir is liable co his Fathers debr 3 and cfteems ic the Mother, and 
Nurle of all finding ic like the great wheel in aclock, that ſers all the 
whicels 
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The Whole Dmty. of a Chriſtian. 5 
wheels on moving, while ic ſcems to move ſloweſt ; and therefore hates 
and bewails it, as the moſt foul, hatefull, ſecrec, deccitfyll,and power- 


full evil. 
CHAT TEK 


S gen Gnding himſelf in a loſt condition, and confeſling 


that he hath deſerved all the plagues of rhis life, and of rhar 
which is to come ; and groaning under the burthen of finne, utterly dil. 
pairing of all uy in himſelf :, he is ſolicicouſly carefull in the uſe of the 
means,to attain faith in the promiſe ef Gods mercy made in Chriſt, fin- 
ding no reft untill he get ſome aflurance, vehemently hungring and thir- 
King after, and carncitly praying for the pardon of finne, waiting onthe 
Lord with patience. 
$ 2. He humbly,unfainedly, and freely confeſſerh all his fins fo far as 
ke is able, with the ſeverall circumſtances which aggtavare the ſame, ts 
his own ſhame and Gods glory. 
$ 3. Hewillrake a holy revenge on himſelf, even to the denying of 
his own reaſon and affeRions, his credit,carnall friends,profitg,pleaſures, 
and whatever elſe might hinder : and by reſtoring goods or monies evil 
punk though it were long ſince, and when he was a ſervant 3 incaſe he 
e able. 
$ 4. He unfainedly deſires to forſake all finne, as being in ſome mea- 
ſure dead to it, Chriſt (by kis Spiric ) having freed him from the power 
and dominion thereof,and in part aboliſhed ir ; at leaſt he fo parts from 
all iniquity, and hates every falſe way, that no one finne doth raigne in 
him : tor when ke doth commit any evil,it is full ſore againſt his will,as 
being led captive to it by the ſtrength of Satans remprations and his own 
corruptions; for he never commits it freely and willingly, 2nd With full 
conſent : he allowes not of the evil he does,no he will ner premedirately 
and in times not utterly deſerted, do the leaſt evil that the greateſt good 
may come of it : neither is there any ſinne he knows by himlelf ( were ir 
formerly never ſo picaſing to him)bur he deſires as heartily,that he mighr 
never commit ir, as that God ſhould never impure iz, He likewiſe hates 
Gnne throughly and univerſally,and therefore is throughly grieved for rhe 
abominarions thar are done by others 5 to the diſhonour of God, and 
{lander of religion, or the ruin of mens ſouls. 4 ; 
$ 5- Nor does he only abhor and depart from evil,but he cleaves unto 
that which is good : he is nor only dead to and made free from (in,bur as 
ke hath once been the ſervant of fin, ſo he becomes the ſervant of righ- 
teoulneſſe : and as he hath been inſtrumentall co Satan,ſo he will now be 
as aQtive to ſerve Chriſtzand be as fruirtull in good worksas he hath for - 
merly been in evil works. 
$ 6. He is conformed tothe Image of Chrift,and is led by the Spirits 
walks in newnefle of life,lives holily, juſtly and unblameably, for now he 
walks net after the fleſh,bur after the Spirir,and brings forth the fruits of 
the Spirit, mentioned Gat.5.22. ſo that he is changed and renewed in 


every part,power and faculty : his underſtanding is enlighrned, bis minde 
Ro 2h A 3 renewed 
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6 The Whole Daty of a Chriſtian. 
renewed,his will changed, his affeQions ſanRified,ggc.and hewhorhinks 
he beleeves,and findes nor a palpable change in his judgement, afte&ions 
and aQions,does bur deceive himſelf. 
CHAP. IV. 
5 5 goes often and upon all occaſions unto God in prayer, in 
which lies all his ſtrength;yet not as his,but as ir is the interceſ- 
fion of Gods own Spirit in him, poured out in the Name of Chrift, and 
according to hjs will : for being traly ſenſible of his fins and wants, be 
chiefly prayes for the pardon of finne, the cftuſion of grace, and for rhe 
| aſſiſtance of Gods _ : thar he may more firmly beleeve,more ſoundly 
repent, more zealouſly do,more patiently ſuffer,and tore conſtantly per- 
ſevere in the praQice an41 profeſiion of every dury. Nor does he for the 
moſt part fall into prayer without meditation and preparation 3 nor utter 
words without devotion and affetion 3 nor without ſome aflurance and 
perſwaſion,that God will hear and grant his requeſts: yea,he moſtly rakes 
notice of his enlargements in prayer,and of the ſuccefſe afterwards,and is 
accordingly thanktull or hambled 3 nor that he meaſureth Gods hearing 
his ſuit by his preſent anſwer, or his preſent anſwer by his own ſenſe ; he 
will pray ( ar leaſt in ſome poor meaſure) at all times, ftriving againſt 
dcadnefle of ſpicit and diſtraQtions, as an heavy burthen. 
$ 2. He hcars the Word with attentien, mindes,obſerves,and remem« 
bers ir carefully z receives and applies whatſocver precepr or promiſe is 
ſpoken our of the Word, as ſpoken by God ro himſelf in particular 3 is 
aſtoniſhed ar the deepneſle of Gods wiſedom, power ard goodnefle ; [cri» 
ouſly meditating upon the the Nature, Attributes, Word and Works of 
God : he layes ir up in his heart, ponders on it in his mind,and praQtiſerh 
it in his life:neither will he approach unto the Lords Table, without due 
examination and preparation, 
aS 3- He isenligrned with the ſaving knowledge and hid things of the 
Goſpel 3 and to ſee truth from error, good from evil 3 rogether with his 


own wretchednefle by finne, and the riches of Gods free grace and mercy . 


in Chriſt rowards his own ſoul ; he is not ignorant of the Principles of 
Religion,as moſt aged people arezbur is able and ready to give a reaſon of 
vhe hope tbar is in hims 

$ 4. He loves and longs after apowerfull and ſearching Miniſtry a= 
hove all earthly treaſures, as fiading a greater neceſlity of (piricuall then 
corporall food; and therefore will rake any pains,or be at any colt,or ſuf- 
fer any diſgrace to injoy it. 

$ 5. He is never offended at any wholſome truth, be it never ſo un» 
roothſome,bur affe&s that Miniſtry moſt which moſt iayes open and re- 
bukes his own finne 3 even therefore coming to the light, that bis deeds 
may be made manifelt. When he hears his own ſins ſpoken againſt, he 
docs not apply the ſame unto others,as is the manner of too many; nor 1s 
he wiſe ro defend the evil he does,but loves to be admoniſhedznor will he 
after warning and convi&tion trom the Ward, go on in an evil way, be- 
cauſc his principall cafe is ro be ſaved, | 

S 6, He 
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$ 6. He will not mock his admoniſher, ſcoff ar the means to be ſaved3 
nor make himſelf merry with his own damnation,as the deſperately wic= 
ked do. He turns not his back upon any truth,nor flies from any inſtru - 
&ionzhe hateth nor the light : yea he loves that Miniſter beſt,thar molt 
makes manifeſt the ſecrers of his heart; as knewing that God is in him 
of a rruth. He will not refuſe a Pardon becauſe he diſlikes the Meſſenger. 
Indeed he leaſt regards thoſe Miniſters that the world admires, as well 
weighing what S* Fohn ſaith, 1 Foh.4. They are of the world,zberefore feak 
they of the world,and the world heareth them : we are of God, be that knoweth 
God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us : bereby know we tbe Spirit 
of truth,and the ſþ irit of errour, ver. 5,6. 

$ 7. He will no: plead againſt God,nor ask a reaſon of his a&iens; if 
he meets with hard Scriprures, he runs not into errour,nor is offended,bur 
ſuſpends his judgement, and blames his own blindnes:you may know him 
from an unbelcever by this, he is wiſe ro defend the truth when he hears ir 
ſpoken againſt, bur never argugs 2gainſt itz whereas the unbeleever(bei7g 
prompted by Saran)can molt ſubrilly argue againſt the rruch, though he 
hath not a word to (peak for it; yea,he thinks it religion enough it he can 
but diſpute againſt the relizious,” which is a manifeſt figne of a wicked 
man. Briefly, he neither carps nor frers againſt a faichfull Miniſter, nor 
ſecks to intrap him,or pervert what hedelivers, but prayes for him,and is 
ready to ſpeak in his defence. = 

$8. He hath an hizh eſtimation of the Minifters, and means by 
which he was converted,and findes more ſweerneſle in the Goſpel then in 
any thing elſe in the world. | 

S 9. Spiritual judgements,(as a famine of the Word,the blindnefle of 
mens mindes, hardnefle of their —_— he accounts more wofull then 
any judgement the wor!d can be ſenſible of. 

$ 10. He is not of a reprobate judgement, in thinking good evil and 
evil good 3 neither hath he a baſe eſteem of Gods people and their wayes, 
as it fares with eur ſcoffing adverſaries,who look upon zeal and holineſſe 
with the devils ſpe&acles 3 nor ſo farre from being holy himſelf rhar he 
hates holineſle in others,or ſo ſtupidly ſprtiſh as the rude rabble, who will 
profefle that they love Chriſt, yer hate all ſuch as any way reſemble him. 
He will take heed of perſecuting the godly cither with hand or rongue 3 
and as he will nor condemn «he jaſt,ſo he will not juſtifie the wicked,nor 
favour them. | 

$ 11. Heis ſo farre from taking offence when none is given, that he 
will not be offended when offences comezas at the ſcandalous lives ct pro- 
feſſors,or at the multitude of herefics that aredaily broached,though rhey: 
0; his very ſoul ; but when ſtrange things happen, he makes a whol- 
ome conſtruQion thereof. 

CHAP. V. A © ch 

$ 1.F YE prayes for the enlargement, and rejoyces at the progrefle ot rhe 

Hop and in the OED good of the Church 3 and ſo at the 


£races or good ſucceſle of any merhiber in particular,and will be ſome way 
A 4 inſtrumencall 
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Faſtrumenall for Chriſt, praying for and earneſtly defiring the ſalvation 
of others 3 and likewiſe endeavouring to win all he can to Chriſt; rejoy- 


cing no lefſe when any good thing is done by others, then if himſelf did . 


ir. He highly reſpeRs all ſach as any way promote the Goſpel, and is 
thankfull ro them. 

S$ 2. He is willing to be at coſt to ſerve the Lord, will freely admini- 
ſter carnall chings,where he partaketh of ſpirituall things; and counts the 
ſame as a due,not as a benevolence : yea,he thinks i: moſt juſt,that they 
who preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpelzand thar as freely as men 
of other Callings : which figne or charaRer ſhews, a world of men that 
profeile themſelves Chriſtians to be but counterfeit. 

$ 3. Hebelceves impartially the whole Word of God,threats and pre- 
ceprs as well as promiſes;and thipfs above the reaCh of reaſon, as well as 
what experience hath made plajn to him ; he feels the power and efficacy 
of Gods Word and Spirir, periwading his conſcience, that his fins are 
pardoned in Chrift,and he in fayour with Godzſo that be can truly apply 
Chriſt, and all his benefirs and promiſes unto his own ſoul ; truſting in 
him,and caſting himſelf only upon him for pardon and ſalvation. 

$ 4. He hath a (ſweet and ſanQified peace in his conſcience, ariſing 
from the aſſured forgivensſle of his fins, a ſound and ſtrong joy in the 
Lord, and in his Word through beleeving ; not ſeldom the holy Ghoſt 
inwardly ſetting to Gods privy ſeal, by ( udden retreſhings falling like the 
dew upon his heart, and eſtabliſhing his ſoul before the Lord, elpecially 
after holy duties 3 yea,his hope (as being built upon Gods word and pro- 
miſes)fills him with ſuch joy uaſpeakable,that is makes him rejoyce even 
in tribulation. 

$ 5. He ſometimes loſeth the efficacie, feeling and comfort of faith, 
but rhe ſeed and habit of faith alwaies remaineth. He is often and grie- 
voully aflaulted with fears and doubtings, bur in the iffuc he alwaies gets 
the conqueſt, and is the more aflured for having been ſo much aſlaulred, 
and does ſo much the more ſtrive to make his calling and eleQion ſure, 
and to be aſſured of future happineſle after this his earthly pilgrimage. 

$ 6. Or,if he have but a weak faith,yer it is ſound, againſt which the 
very gates of hell ſhal! never prevail, for he never utterly falls away frem 
the grace of God, but per(everes in the truch,and in well doing tothe end 
and therein finds alſo a bleſſed thriving, and gracious progreſſe in true 
holinefle. 

$ 7. Heis perfe&ly juſtified by the bloud of Chriſt, freed from the 
rigour of the Law,and in ſome good meaſure from the (pitit of bondage ; 
is often in combate between the fleſh and the ſpirir, bur the ſpirit in the 
end ever gets the upper hand. 

| h CHAP. VI. 
$ 1. A Nd as he bleeves in his heart, ſo he is not aſhamed of the croſle 
of Chriſt, but will profeſſe rhe truth boldly in all eſtates, and in 


times of ſuffering, and Kagan what Chriſt hath done for his ſoul, ro. 


Gods glory and the comtort ot others : yea, if called to it, he will(God 


aſliſtin? 
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aſſiting him )lay down his life for Chriſt and the Goſpel, and rejoyce 
alſo that he is counted worthy. | | 

$ 2. Neither is he high-minded, but more fears the want of grace, 
then confides ig what he hath, for he works out. his ſalvation with fear 
and trembling 3 and truſts nor in the leaſt rochis own ſtrengrh, bur is 
ever jcalous and ſuſpitious, leſt his heart ſhould deceive him 3 bur he re- 
ſolves by Gods grace, not to uſe any unlawfull means, nor yeeld te any 
thing £gainſt tbe erurh,for the avoiding of whar he fears, be it burning at 
a ſtake 3 as knowing and being fully perſ[waded,thar all rhings ſhall work 
together for the beſt unto him. And indeed the fear of God, ( which is 
kis centinuall guardian) keeps him in ſome meaſure from the fear of 
death, and terrour of the world ; for he fears not them that can only ki}l 
the body, in any degree like him, that after he hath killed can caſt both 
body and ſoul into hell. Nor does he grutch to loſe a temporal life, when 
in lieu thereof he ſhall obtain an erernall Crown of glory. 

$ 3- He is wonderfully inflamed with the love and eſtimation af 
God and of Chriſt, eſpecially upon the return of his prayers, or the ob= 
raining of ſome mercy ; the which he ſhews by his hating of eyil, and by 
his conſtant-obedience and the delight he hath in keeping of Gods Com- 
mandements,and by his willingnefle to be ar coſt or Caſes for him. Nei- 
ther js he ſo in love with the world or anything in it, as thar it ſhall di- 
minith hislove to God 3 yea he ſo loves and longs for Chrilts appearing, 
that he may beunired to him and enjoy his preſence,thar his daily prayer 
is, Come Lord Jeſus,come quickly. 

$ 4. Again,He intirely loves,and highly efteems Gods people,not out 
of any carnall or ſelt ends,bur for their graces,the truths ſake,and becauſe 
they are born of God : more loving and hononring the poor that welk up- 
rightly,then they that pervert their wayes though they be rich, and loving 
them beſt thar ſerve God moſt; He is prone to juſtifie themgand ſpeak in 
their defence when he hears them reviled, ſlandered or contemned by 
wicked and ungodly men,though be incur their diſpleaſure by its 

$ 5. He docs nor eſtranze himſelf from the people of God in their 
miſery, bur is ready to minitter untothem when they ſtand in need, and 
ule any means for their relicf. He will ſolicit great ones in their behalf, 
and in Chriſts cauſe,though he indanger himſelf thereby : and can be as 
earneſt a ſuicor at the throne of Grace for others that are in diſtrefle, as 
for himſel even thirſting and ſtudying how he may do them moſt good, 
as paiticipating and being touched with compaſſion, and having a fellow 
fecling both of the miſery and felicity of others, as one member hath of 
another, eſpecially of rhe Churches, as a member hath -of the whole 
body. Neither can he rejoyce in his own peace and welfare, while the 
Church and people of God arc in diſtreſſe, whoſe welfare be prefers be- 
fore his own. Bp 

$ 6. He delights in the Saints company above all others,as finding an 
heavenly ſweetnefle in their conference and ſociety, , where every ones 
words do ſayour of grace and wiſedom ; and'when ia every company. be 
ſhall cither do good or receive good. $ 7-And 


$1 


"fire, nor the fair and [arge promiſes of cunning and cruell adverſaries z 
- neirher pain nor lofſecan make him ſhrink from Chriſt 3 much lefle the 


cenſares and (coffs of lewd pgrſons. The conſcience of good Os 
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$ 7. And as he leves and delights in holy company,ſo he loathes evi 
company: neither will he have _ prima with the workers of ark 


ry,or bein league wirh the wicked, as Swearers, Drunkards, Whoremon- 


gers,Scoffers,Cc. but avoid all needlefſe ſociety wich them. 

- '$ 8. He rejeyceth when the righteous are exalted, and grieves when 
the wicked bear rule. He.is no enemy to reformation, bur earneſtly defires 
the ſame,and furthers it all he can. 

CHAP. VII. 


b5 p4J- makes conſcience of ſan&ifying the Sabbath, #nd'(ces that all | 


under him do the {ame : He will nor give liberty to his ſervants 

apon the Lords day to do what they lift. | 

$ 2. He reforms his family, and ſers up Gods Worſhip therein, per- 
forming the duties of Prayer, reading,repeating,&'c. and inſtrufQing his 
children and ſervants. 

$ 2. Heis zealous to almeniſh,reclaim and reduce ſuch as go aſtray 3 
and to (ave thoſe among whom he lives, our of duty and thanktulneſlc to 
God and his Redeemer,and our of love to them. 

$ 4. He is hated of the world for goodnefſe, and ſuffers ſome way for 
Chriſtzat leaſt,he is evil ſpoken of fer well doing,and rejoycerh therein, 
or in whatſoever he ſuffers;well conſidering, tha all his ſufferings in this 
life are not worthy that glory be ſhall enjoy in the nexr. 

S 5. His graces and goodneſle gains him more enemies, and breeds 


= 


———————— CC 


him more danger,then vice and wickedneflſe does another man : bur he is ' 
more pleaſed then diſplecaſed at it, for he knows by the worlds hating of | 


him,thar he is not of the world, bur that Chriſt bath choſen him our of 
the world:and that he ſome way diſcovers the worlds rreaſons and geceits. 
Heknows allo that to be the worlds friend,is to be Gods enemy 3 yea he 
eſtcems ir an honour to be evil ſpoken of by evil men ( becaule when a 


———_-— —_ 


thing is beſt they will like it leaft:)and a grace to be diſgraced for Chriſt, | 
who was farre more diſgraced for him. Beſides,the fangie approbation of | 
one wile experimentail Chriſtian, is enough with him to counteryail the | 


"diſdain and diflike of a whole Pariſh of ſenſualiſts;and an ounce of credicr ' 


with God, more worth then a talent of mens praiſes. And how little is 
that man hure, whom malice condemns on earth,and God commends in 


Heaven ? If he cannot avoid their malice and evil words 3 he will be ſure | 


not te deſerve them, which is much ar one upon the matcer:for as the belt | 
confuration of their flanders,is( not by our great words,but) by our good | 
works:{o his cooſcience knowing him innocent, like a conſtant friend | 
takes him by the hand,and cheers him againſt all his miſeries. However, | 


he will nor in the leaſt wrong his conſcience, ro avoid rhe imputation of 
ſingulariry. The ſcoffs of Atheiſts ſhall not bear him off from his profel- 
fion : No, if he does well, hath Gods word for his warranr,and glory for 
his aim,nothing can daunt or diſcourage him. Neither the threatnings of 
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The Whole Daty of a Chriſtian. It 
Jer rheit ſuccefſe be whar it willzis both a ſufficient diſcharge,and comfort 
ro his generous minde. 

CHAP. VIIL. 


$ 1.T JE will ficſt laboor to inform, and rhen hearken to ahd obey the 

'T Lyoice of conſcience togerher with the motions of Gods Spirit 3 
conſider anorhets caſe by his own, and in a good meaſure do to all others 
as he would haye others do by him. | 

$2, Heis juſt and upright in hisdealings, and deſires to pay every 
one his due:he will nor borrow without care ro pay again, as do the wic- 
ked,for which they are branded by the koly Ghoſt, Pſal.37.21, He will 
rot detain wages or workmens hire {a crying ſinne that chis City groans 
under:)He is Faithfull ro ſuch as pur him in truſt: if a ſervant, he purloyns 
not,nor deceives in going to market? nordid ever any but hypocrites pre- 
rend care of piery towards God, and yer be unmercifull and unjuſt re 
men: yea,ir.is Devil like,and double damnation, to pretend piety and ins 
rend villany,Matth.z3. And indeed,our faith in Chriſt is beſt ſeen in our 
faichfulnefle ro men 3 our inviſible belief by our viſible life. And woul- 
deſt thou know whether thou art a Beleever or no? this will infallibly in» 
form thee:thy faith in che Commands will breed obedience,in the threat- 
nings fear, in the promiſes comfort. O that all hypocriticall profeſſors 
would try themſelves by this rouchſtone, and conſequently either be what 
they ſeem (reall Chriſtians,) or ſeem as rhey are (none of Chriſts,) ſo 
ſhould they not ſhame Religion by profeſling itzwhereas now,they make 
the way of rruth evil ſpoken of: yea,for their ſakes the name of geodneſle 
is blaſphemed all the day long, and an ill reporr taiſed upon them that 
ſerve God in truth: yea,they have made our ſavour ro ſtink in the eyes of 
all the people,and put a (word ingo the hands ef prophane men to ſlay us, 
as wofull experience ſhews : for by reaſon of ſuch, how do the devil and 
his limbs triumph over the religious! yea,the Saints are nor only reproa- 
ched,che truth diſgraced,and Religion it ſelf ſcandalized 3 bur this gives 
occaſion ro others ro blaſpheme God, and ro doubr whether all Divinity - 
be not meer Policy, and che Scriptures a Fable, whereby millions are ſo 
hardened,thar they even proteſt againft their own converſion : which be- 
ing ſo, if you either love God or his peeple, if you cither care for other 
mens louls or your own, remove this ſtumbling block, and nolonger de- 
ceive your ſelves ; for though he that is nor a true Chriftian may be juſt, 
yet he thar is nor juſt cannor poſſibly be a true Chriſtian, 

S 3- Anda he is juſt in gerting, ſo he is neither profuſe in ſpendin 
nor backward (according to his y in releeving Chrifts members fr 
his ſake,bur will give back a confiderable part of all he hath to God 3 and 
a1 oo char he is only a Steward (not an Ownet) of what he doth 

olleſſe. 
£ S 4. He'is not fordidly covetous,nor given ro filthy lucre 2 for theto= 
vetous perſon. is en Idolater, and hath no inkeritance in the Kingdom of 
Chriſt and of Godzand therefare cannot poflibly be a Beletver: nor do we 
tead of one godly perſon in; the whole Bible, that was coyetous. He is 
: contenced 
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contented with things neceſſary, and deſires not great matters : for if he 
have foed and raiment, he will therewith be content : conſidering how 
they thar will needs be rich, fall into remprations and ſnares, into 
many fooliſh and noyſome lults, which drown men in perdirien and des 
ſtruftion: and that the deſire of money is the root of al evil 3 which 
while ſome luſted after, they erred from the faich, and pierced themſelves 
through wich many ſorrowes. He will neither defraud nor oppreſle his 
brether in any marter : he will not deal unjuÞtly in line, in weight, or in 
meaſure. He luſteth not after forbidden fruit, nor coveteth thar which is 
anothers. He will not remove his neighbours Land mark, nor conceal 
any Deeds or Writings that make for his neighbours advantage. If his 
neighbour ſuffer prejudice er lefle in any thing belonging to him,through 
his or his ſervants means, he will make him recompence to the full. .In 
caſe his Cattell break into his neighbonrs ground, and eat his corn or 
grafle ; he will willingly,and without compulſi 2n ſatisfic for the damage. 
He will not detain the poor workmans hire untill the morning, leaſt his 
family ſhould want bread for the preſent. He loves Juſtice in the leaſt 
things, and defires rather to buy what he would have, then that it be gi- 
ven him: chufing to eat his own bread,and to drink water out of his own 
ciſtern. He hatcth gifts,leaſt they ſhould corrupt his judgement and make 
him partiall, Nor is he legally juſt,or conſcionable according to rhe Sta- 
rute only, but piouſly juſt. If his conſcience tells him, that he hath any 
way prejudiced his neighbour, rhough there be none to witneſle again 
him ; though it be unknown to the party himſelf chat ſuffers the damage, 
he will make him ſatisfaQtion,and never think he merits by it. If he finde 
any thing, he both delires and endeavours to finde out the owner, that he 
may reſtore it, He will not take advantage from his neighbours poverty 
or {implicity,to oppreſſe or couſen him. He will not compound with Cre- 
ditors,for ten ſhillings in the pound, when he is able ro pay all. He will 
not rake an enemies goods,or the goods of an Heathen Som. = it be be. 


. yond the Linez without making ſatisfa@ion,or re:urninz a va uable con- 


fideration ; though rhe Laws of the Land will bear bim oor in it : yea 
alrhough he have Letters of Markq, for his warrant,unlefle there be ſome 
other cauſe. If he make an oath or promiſe,though ro his and Gods exe - 
my, and to his great diſadvantage ; he will faithtully perform ir,and not 
violate the ſame. Before he uſerh the extremity either of Law or of Arms, 
he offers conditions of peace 3 and before he will fall ro blowes,be will try 
What reaſon will do, ſoundly exawine the cauſe,and hear what the party 
can ſay for himſelf: and after that, he will rather ſuffer and yeeld ſome 
part of his right,then do wrong,contend or go to Law. For he will not do 
all be may, leaſt evil men ſpeac ill of him,or inſulr,as rhey are very prone 


to do,by reaſon of their ſpight at religion. Laſtly,he ſeldom bur gets the - 


viory 3 yea it is rare if he be a as either in-going to Law or ma- 
king war 3 becauſe he never undertakes war or ſuit without juſt cauſe,and 
to a good intent. Yea ir js rare alſo,if this be not the iflue:the lefſe he co+ 
yets the more he hath;and the lefle be chirfts after rheſe.temporall rhings, 
vhe more he cdvers ſpirituall things. $ 5. Nei 
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$ 5. Neither love nor hatred ſhall rob him of his judgement,or make 
him partiall. He will neither eſteem facher, nor,tgorher, nor wife, nor 


 childe,ſoas to diſobey God in the leaft for their ſakes. He will not wrong 


his children by a former wife, to give thar which is due unto chem, unto 
the children of a ſecend wife : bur he will make his firt-born Heir, and 
give him a douþle portion of all that he hath. If his {onne be ſtubborn 
and diſobedient, a rioter and a drunkard 3 he will not nouriſh him in 
jt, but infli& due puniſhmeac upon him according to his demerits. He 
will not ſeek to ſave a murtherer from death 3 [caſt he make the whole 
Land guilty of bloud. No,be it his own ſonne,lcalt in ſaving him from a 
remporall ſhame and puniſhment, he ſheuld bring upon him an erernall : 
and in liew of ſaving his body,he ſhould deſtroy bis ſoul. Befdes,he will 
rather his own childe ſhall be deſtroyed, then God diſhonouted, and his 
Law not execured. It matters not to him what others would do, nor 
what all the world (ayes 3 if they bring not a written word, they prevail 
nothing: he will go on in his uprightaefle,and not ſhame to befngular : 
as more fearing Gods anger then rhe worlds ſcorns. Neither cuſtom nor 
example of his fore-fathers will he follow, witheur or againſt the written 
word. \No,he will nor follow Pazl himſelf, any fz*ther then he followes 
Chriſt. He remembers how vain, ignorant and finfull his former.conver= 
ſation (which he received by the traditions of his fathers) was: and thinks 
it roo much to continue ſtil] therein. Nor will he take incouragement 
from rhe Saints falls,ro do the like:bur they ſhall ſerve him as Sea-marks, 
ro make him beware. Indeed when thiggs are of a doubrfull nature, he 
will take the ſureſt ( not the ſtrongeR) fide, and which draws neareſt ro 
probability : and where the Law written doth ceaſe, ke will obſerve that 
which is allowed by the praRice and cuſtom of the godly and religious, 
CHAP. IX- 
S 1, = E is neither Drunkard nor Glutton, he neither carries long at the' 
Wine,nor goes often to it,as is the cuſtom of too many z indeed, 
whether they are Chriſtians or no I cannot eaſily be (arisfied- | 
$ 2. Heis no Health-drinker 3 for he abhors drunkenneſſe,as the root 
of all evil, and rot of all good, and ſcorns the reputation of good fellow- 
ſhip. He is nene of thoſe that Peter ſpeaks of; who have eyes full of adul- 
rery,and that cannot ceaſe to fiane : that gaze upon every fair face, and: 
luſt atter every beautifull woman. He will not be c#ughr,nor yeeld to the 
imbraces of a Harlot : though her lips drop like an hony-combe,and her 
mouth be ſmoother then oy! ; though ſhe offereth her (elf in the ſtreets, 
and lyerh in wait for him at every corner. Yea he is wiſe enough to con- 
ſider that ir may not be a woman, bur the devil in the likenefle of a wo- 
man as ſome have thus þcen cheated. l 
S 3. Hedenjes ungodlinefle and worldly luſts, and lives ſoberly and 
chaltly in this preſent world,keeping the members of his body holy ; for 
if he hath nor the gift of continency he will marry: his ſpeech is not lewd, 
or obſcene,nor uſerh he any laſcivioys behaviour, nor docs ig take liberty 
$0 gaze upon beguritull womens "+ ml | 
, | S 4. 
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$ 4+ Ir is not his manner ro curſe be he neyer ſ@ much provoked, nei- 


ther will he take the Name of God in yain, but ceverently uſe his Tiixles 
in his Talk : much lefle will he (wear by his Name, except upon urgens 
occaſien, and being lawfully called rot before a Magiſtrate : leaſt of all 
dares be [wear by er invocate that which is no god 3 gamely by any crea- 
ture or Idol,which carnall men igaorancly call petty oathes: No,bur as be 
will not ſwear,ſo he fears an Qath- 
$ 5. He will ſpeak the ruth from his heart,ang not willingly and pre» 
meditartely either lye or equivocate, much lefle will he allow himſelf in it 
or ſeek todefend it 3 for ſuch as will do fo, have nor as yer paſt the (c> 
cond birth, 
>—S8. In bearing witneſſe he will {peak the whole truth impartially, 
withode fearing or favouring cither party, that is, as well what makes for 
the Defendant chough an enemy, as for the Plaintiff being bis friend or 
» Maſter : neirher will he canceal a wicked device, when by reyealing the 
ſame ir may be prevyented.. 
$ 7» He loves,and fears, and beleeves,and ſerves the Lord, and ſecks 
his glory, and the good of others in every thing 3 at leaſt,he deſires and 
endeavours ſo're do. He will omit no oportunity of deing good, 
nor do evil-though he hach opportunity, He remembers his Vow in 
Baptiſm, and is carcfull re perform whar ke then promiſed: and fo far as 
he comes ſhort of his duty, ſo far forth he will be humbled. We rempreth 
Net to evil, but draweth all he can to goodnefſle. He will behave himlelf 


honeſtly and unblameably beforc thoſe among whom he lives : that he 


may- nat diſhonour Ged, nor offend either thoſe that are within,or thoſe 
that are wirhour, He will never ſufter baſe thoughts af Sod 10 finde har- 
bour in his heart, deal he never ſo harſhly with biga 3 being more prone 
to complain of his fanne then pf his puniſhment : for ke will turn his 
eyes inward,and read his Ginne in his puniſhment; and inſtead of murmu+ 
ring for the few things he wants, be thankfull for the many rbings be 
enjoyes. Wheress orhery that. are unbelcevers, will do ſofncthing for 
God 3 when it makes for their own ends, he will ſuffer for him,and hold 


out in his works whereSatan d wells and keeps his throne, And what they 


do for fear of the Law, he does for love of the Goſpel. As who arc Be» 
lecvers indeed, is only known where the power of godlineſle is in con- 
temptzwherea Chriſtian in name only,will (coff at a Chriſtien indeed : for 
in luch times, many will ſuperſticiouſly adore the Crucifix, that are ene» 
mies to the Croſſe of Chriſt : agd worthip the dead Saints in a cold pro» 
teflion, while they worry the living in a craell perſecution. For Chri$3 is 
ftoned þy many that are called (hriſtians, . though no otherwile then the 
Heathen Images arecalled gods. Bur the Belcever, as he will nor go 0n 
in an evil way, though flattered by never ſa good ſucceſle 2 ſo he will not 
be diſcouraged in a good way, though he meets with ill ſuccefle, becauſe 
he is morecaretull to pleaſe Godrhen men. Nature is like glafle, bright 
but brittle 3 rhe reſolved Chriſtian like gold, which if we rub ir, or bear ity 
og meltitz ir will endure the recaſt; the, rouch, rhe hammer, mens 
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ſhine more orient, A true Beleever having once acknowledged the way of 
righteouſneſle, will nor after turn frem the holy Commandment : LiFe 
the dog that returns to his vomir,or the ſow that. was waſhed to her wal- 
lowing in the mire. Again, he will not come to his ends by uolawfull 
means3he ſceks not ro Witches, Wiſards orSoutbſayers in his diſtrefſe,or ro 
be reſolved of his doubts : but ro Gods Word and Miniſters, and ra:God 
himſelf by prayer : and in praying to him, hedefares not ourward bleſ-, 
Gngs ſo much as Gods bleſſing upon them 3 he defireth not ſo mach food 
and rayment, as that God will give them power to nouriſh, warm and 


] m_—_ knowing that except that be granted,they cannort'of chem- 


elves do it. And ſo of riches, wiſedom,&'c. He deſires not ſo much a 
preat eſtate as a contented minde. He defires nor riches,that he may la 
it out en his pleaſures;yca, he knows that God will nor give if he-abuſ: 
his gifts. And as he prayes for Gods bleſſing, 'ſo he neglefts norto uſe 
the means» When he hath attained his end,or receives any mercy; whe- 
ther it be riches or other gifts, viRtory or the like 3 he aſcribes.nor-the 
praiſe thereofto his wiſedom or induſtry,but wholly agd only to the free 
mercy of Gad in Chriſt. 

| CHAP. X. 
$ HF; is not implacable, nor will he revenge himſelf on an'enemy,, 
chough he hath power in his hand to do ity but ſhats his cars and ' 
heart in this and other caſes, againſt Satans remptations : yea,upon the 
leaſt change, he can forgive him as heartily as he.defires God ſhould fore 


| give him:yeazhe loves and wiſhes well,and can willingly do good.to them 


that do evil to himz even deſiring his greateſt enemies converſien;toge- 
ther with his proſperity. He rejoycerh nor at anorhers fall,bur is-grieved 
both for their fins and mileries : nor is he grieved at any ones good, eſpe». 
cially at his gitts, and the graces of Gods Spirit in him. , Tak 

$ 2. T hrough the Rudy of vertuc and Chriſtian prudence, he makes 
the ſervile paſſions of his minde ( fear and anger,) ſubje&re rhe more 
noble faculties of his ſoul, reaſon and underſtanding. As appears in'the 
provocatien of an enemy 3. for ler him be injured, he will both forbear ' 


| and forgive : well conſidering,thar it aun" man 10 paſie by an of= 


fence ; and that it isgreater fortitude te overcomehis own paſhons, then. / 
ro vanyuiſh a City. Wherefore,inftead of returning like for like, he will 
pacihe his enemy with milde words and gentle behaviour ; which may be 
reſembled ro Milk that quencheth wild-fice, or Oy! that quenches Lime 
which by water is kindled : and thinks ir enough for one to be angryar 
atime. He is nor like our Ruſhans and ſonnes of Belial, who Ks 1 


; are diſpleaſed with others, will fly in their Makers face, and tear the 


Name of their Saviour in pieces : even {wearing away their part if that 
bloud which muſt ſave them if ever they be ſaved. Nor like our-Gal- 
lants,whontghe Devil hath (@ blinded and bewitched, that they will con- 
tend for thefvay, and ſtrive for the wall even to the death : and kill one 
anocher,axthough either of rheir honours were of more worth,then both 
their {ouls\Or admit one ger the viRory,milerable is th ax yiRory wheres - 
: 


| 


xs — ""Zhe Wh Dury of Crean, ' 
in thou overcomeſt thine enemyzand thy-paſſions; yea the Devil in the} 
mean time overcomes thee : perhaps thou __ his body, bur the Devil' 


flayes thy ſoul. 'Nor like'thoſe feols you {ce walking in }eſtminſter- 
Hall,that like rwo Cecks of the game,peck out one anothers eyes to make 


the Lawyers ſport. No ayes he, why ſhovid I vex my (elf,becayſe ano- 


ther hath vexed me ? Or why ſhould I:de-my ſelf a ſhrewd turn,becauſe 
another would ? And admit carnall reaſon ſhall alledge ro bim, that his 
enemy.is-unworthy to be forgiven : reRified reaſon will anſwer, but Chrif 
is worthy.ro be obeyed, who hath commanded me to forgive him. And 
well may I bear with him, when his Maker bears witf me : and forgive 
him,: when Chriſt hath forgiven me much more, Nor can any repute 
him a coward for this his humble pong the true coward is your Hot- 
ſpur, that fears the blaſts of mens breath, and not the fire of Gods wtarh : 
that trembles at the chought of a Priſon, and yet fears not hell fire. Bur 
the Beleever is as bold a5 a Lyon if his cauſe be good : yea to ſpeak rightly, 
there is no ſuch coward, none (o valiant as the Beleever : without Gods 
warrant he dares do-nothing, with ic any thing. He fears none but the diſ- 
pleaſure of the higheſt, and runs away from nothing but finne. Indeed 
he more fears the leaſt finne then the greateft.corment ; as may be ſeen in 
the Martyrs chat noble Army. Bur he is'ſo far from fearing an impotent 
enemy, that he fears nor death ir (elf : no not the Day of Fudgement, 
x Joh:4-r17.Luk.21.25,ro 29. yea be is ſo ſtrong withall, that he is able 
to prevail with God, Gen-32.26,28. Exod.z2.109, And overcome the 


world,the fleſh,and rhe Devil; x Joh. 2,14: and 5.4-Gal.5.24. and all this | 


by his faith, patience and prayer : and nor ſeldom docs he overcome his 
eneftiy too by well-doing : for he lives ſo well, that his back-biting ad» 
verſariesare cither put to filence, or conſtrained ro praile God, and ſpeale 
well of him. 
$ 3. He hath learnt(from Gods dealing wich him) to be mercifull,as 
his heavenly Father is mercifull, even to his beaſt. Nordo any that re- 
ſemble God or Chriſt, (but Satan and Antichriſt,as pactaking of the De- 
vils nature) ſport themſelves in Bear-baiting, Dogge,or Cock-fighting, 
hurting of tame Ducks,and the like: or if ſo, they are not well yerit in 
Chriſtianity : as for ſuch as are crucll co their ſervants, I marvell how 
they can expe rhar their maſter in Heaven ſhould be mercifu]l rorhem? 
and certainly, ſhould they be deprived from eycr having the help or be- 
nefir of ſervants, ( as good Queen El:Fabeth once ſerved a Butcher and 
bis wife,for their cruelty to a poor Girle they kept)they would in a ſhort 
rime learn'o be both wikr and better. | 
CHAP. XI. 
$ 1.4 JE is not the worſe or prouder,for proſperity or outward earns 
bar the better and more thankfull for them: he is bertered alſo by 
afflition,. and makes a gain of his lofles 3 and being in diſtrefle, as he 
prayes for deliverance,(o he is accordingly thankfull when delivered: yea, 
he will mak vowes, and ſo promiſe amendment, that he is as carefull ro 


perform the ſame whea he is delivered, which a wicked man never _ 
EB: | $ 3-H 
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- The Whole Duty of a Chriſtian: 17 
$2, He ſecks God in all. he does, and acknowledges him in all he 
eirher receives or ſufters : he obſerves. the (everall paſſages of his Provi- 
dence, acknowledging all things ro be ordered thereby, and that it exten=- 
deth-ro the leaſt hair an his head : hath a comforrable experience of his 
diſpoſing all ro work forthe beſt unto bim 3 admires the (ame, and his 
goodnetle therein,and is accordingly thanktull for it : yea he keeps a Re» 
cord or Regilter of Gods (pecial! mercies and dcliverances, and of his 
awn often and great provocations, and not ſeldom meditares thereon ; 
neicher does he murmur when he wants any thing, as molt of oup ignoe 
rant poor do,whoſe whole lite,|anguage and ieligion, is noughe elſe bur a 
continued a& of murtering and murmuring : perhaps they want many 
things for thcir bodies, becauſe they {light whatloever is oftered them for 
theic ſouls 3 and becauſe God the giver is not in all their rhoughts exceprx 
ro blaſpheme him, and to ſpend his Day in the devils ſeryice, for they 
never minde how God hath appointed it his Market-day for their ſouls : 
now theſe brutiſh Animals are very (cnfible- if they want never fo lirle, 
and for that they murmur ; but they injoy millions of mercies which 
they never cordially give thanks for : and I wiſh they were often pur, in 
minde, how many rhouland Iſraclites were deftroyed in the wildernefſe, 
only for that grievous finne of murmuring,though their treights and ex- 
rremities were far greater; bur as good blow in the duſt as ſpeak to thele. 
And as they have no reaſon, io they will hear gone,only ſuch as truly fear 
God know that he owes them nothing 3 yea,whatever they enjoy on this 
fade hell,rhey chink themiclves unworthy at it. 
$ 3- He bonours and obeyes his Parents, and God accoraingly pro- 
ſpereth him,and prolongeth his daycs. It they ſtand in need, he will nou» 
riſh and maintain'them, as they did him in his need. If a ſervant, he 
ſerves his Maſter in fingleneſle of heart, as unto Chriſt, not with eye- 
ſeryice,but out of conſcience. And the Lord is with him,and proſpereth 
all he rakes in hand;, gives him ſuch fayour in his. Maſters fGghr, 
that he truſteth him with all hc hath. Yea the Lord blefſeth his Maſter: 
and all the family tares the betrer for his ſake. He will not be charitable 
with his Maſters goods,nor waſttull wich his Parents. If a Maſter, he 
uſcth his ſervants ſo, as conkdering that himſelf is a ſervant roa greater 
Maſter. 'T'oa good fervant he is kinde and liberall : and having Raid 
long with him, and done him good and fairhfull ſervice , he will at the 
end of his years,not only make him free, but give him a bountifull re- 
ward, anſwerable to the good ſervice he hath performed ; and by this he 
is more inriched. He will not bid his ſervants tell lyes, or being at home 
to ſay he is abroad. He loves not to rail,or ſpeak evil of Magiſtrates; as 
being ſent of God, for che puniſhmenc of evil doers, 'and tor the praiſe of 
them thar do well. | 
$ 4+ He is not glad of pretences againſt obeying the Magiſtratey 
command, but will obey* Authority as the; Ordinance of God 3 and 
be ſubje& more our of conſcience then fear, as placed by God over 
him; agg xo all their Laws;if chey crofle __ Gods Lay ; for otherwiſe 


he - 


a 
© «4a 


1$ The Whole Daty of a Chriſtian. 
he will loſe his liberty, part -with the right hand of profir, and the right 
eye of pleaſure 3 yea, lole hislife rather then a good conſcience,and finne 
againk God z for he will not diſobey God ro obey great ones. In choo- 
ling them, he will have reſpe& ro their piety and fitnefle 3 and not to 
wealth,favour or any other cither private or baſe ends. 
$ 5. Whereas many love peace but regard nor truth ; and others are 
all for xruth without caring for peace 3 he together with truth, loves, and 
ſtudies,and labours ro have 2 lawfull peace with all men, and ſo ſeeks ir, 
that he will ſuffer rather then do wrong : and to avoid offence,he will be 
overruled in indifferent things 3 as Chriſt gave him an example,when he 
paid I'ole-money. 
S 6. If a Magiftrate, he will not be paitia'l in any cauſe, ndr will he 
either for fear or tavonur do any thing againſt the truth 3 or give ſentence 
againſt his conſcience,or uſe his power in favour of the wickedzbur be juſt 
in ſhewing mercy, ſevere to the evil,cheriſhing and proteRing the good. 
S 7, It a Miniſter, he will not preach co pleaſe but to profit:nor will he 
dare to ſerve at the Altar withour being holy. 
$8. He is faithfull ro his friend, for his love extends to his ſoul : he 
will ſpeak of his faults to his face, of his vertues behind his back, The 
deep and devilliſh plors of wicked Politicians never enter into his 
thoughts, becauſe the fear of God keeps them out. Ocr if they offer to in- 
trude them(elves,they have nor the leaſt admittance: for he(ſo far forth as 
he can)refrains all diſpute with finne,Sartan or his inſtruments, 


$ 9. He is no Neuter when Gods cauſe is jn queſtion, bur he wilhhelp | 


the Lord againſt the mighty. He imployes himiclf in ſome lawfull'cal« 
ling, he lives nor ide'y. He will not company with wicked perſons, for 
fear of being infeed by them : nor joyn in Marriage either with Idola- 
ters or prophane perfons,leait he ſhould learn their cuſtoms. Nor give his 
children- in marriage to them for the ſame reaſon. He is carefull ro pre- 
ſerve his chiidrens chaſtity : and therefore he will in due time provide 
fir matches for them. Be he Parent, Maſter or Magiſtrate, he will think 


it no diſparagement to his grearnefle, if Chriſts Ambaſladour ſhall as he}, 
is bound, requice him to give ſome teſtimony that he is a (hriſtian, be-[ 


fore he intrudes himſelf to the Lords Table. Yeazhe will as Chriit bath 
commanded him, be ready to give a reaſon of the hope that is in him, 
though in the preſence of others that are not ſorich, ancient or lear- 
ned as himſelf, though he was never in lo many years examined : and in 


Ss. 


deed none bur proud and ignorant perſons, will ſtand upon compariſons 
in Gods worſhip 3 for pretend they what they will, rhe genuine reaſon 
is, they ate aſhamed to make known their ignorance. 
CHAP. XII. { | 

$ 1.F JE is not raſhly cenſorious, bur judgerh of things, aRions and 

perſons, (not as they arc in the worlds repure,burt ) as they are in 
Gods account, and as he in his Word allowes or condemns them 3 he 
cenſurcs none for things indifferent,” bur you mult be able to alledgerhe 


viclaticn. of ſome Law ," much lefle will he muck or deſpiſe a man for 
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The Whele Duty of 4 Chriſtian, Ws” 
his poverty or any naturall defeR : as for judging anothers thoughts ro be 
evil when he cannot tax his life, or making ill conſtruions of good 
actions, or ſleighting and diſparaging them, or thinking the worſe of a 
man for having of a render conſcienceghe utrerly abhors. He js nor eafily 
fuſpitious wirhour juſt cauſe, neither will he willingly wreſt mens words, 
or miſconſter rheir meanings, but take their (ayings and doings in the 
beſt ſenſe. He will uar hearken to tal.-bearers, nor is he apr to beleeve 
an evil report wichout good ground, neither wi:l he condemn a man 
without hearing him ſpeak. He never determins of any ones finall eſtare 
be he never ſo wicked, well knowing, that God may change his heart in 
a moment : neither will he conclude one to be a wicked man, or an hy- 
pocrire for appearances, or moates,of lome {udden eruptions or common 
inficmicies, or for finnes before converfion, or for this or that ſingle a& 
of gtofſe impiety, when the main tenor and courſe of his life befades is 
a continuall current of honeſty and goodnefle 3 though he may ſuſpend 
his good opiniqn in cale of ſome unexpeRed mildemeanour, or for lefler 
evils, eirher afi&@cd or often repeared. He is tender-hearted, and can 
bear with the infiqmities of the weak, and is ready th cheriſh them that 
are calt down. Hadoecs not expe a full growth ef Grace in the Cradle 
of a mans converſion 3 yea, he yeclds the beſt Chriſtians ( inthis their 
ſtare of imperfeion) their grayaes of allowance, as our Saviour did to 
bis Apoitles. ; 
$ 2. He will neitber backbite others, nor give car to backbiters of 0- 
therss Neither lend Satan his tongue to utter, nor his cars to hear, nor 
his heart to beleeve lyes and {landers. He will not leflen his own credir, 
by traducing one that wrongs him : he will not lefſen his own ſhame and 
blame, by traducing one he bath wrongedzas roo many do. ' He wonders 
not (o much ar anorhers tmgratirude to him, as at his own unchanktful» 
nefle to God. He will pardon many things in others, which he will nor 
tolerate in himſelf. He will neicher arrogare to himſelf, nor derogate 
from another; neither vilike other mens doings, nor over highly 
prize his own. He will not condenin, cenſure or flight that which 
be underſtands not. To finde gall in a Pidgion, a knor in a Buiruſh, 
where is none, is none of his humour. In relating an enemies words, 
he will neither adde to them, nor diminiſh from them. "The faults of a 
few,ſhall not make him uncharitable ro all 3 nor the goodnefle of many, 
make him credulous of the reſt. He envies none for doing, or faring, or 
being better eteemed then himſelf. 
CHAP. XI11T. : 
S -f* is more knowing then the men of the world z for as he hath 
the lighr of the Spirir, and the eye of faich above them, ſothe 
Word of Chrif dwellcth in him plentifully in all wiſedom and ſpiricuall 
underſtanding: and he increaſeth daily in the knowledge of God,and of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 3 becauſe God reveals himſelf ro him 
in a great meaſure asto his friend. Belides, his knowledge is abour the 
bel ghings 3 and ane grop of ſoul ——_—_— ſaving knowledge, gui 
| by Fe c 
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ded by the fear of God,is more worth then all humane learning. And to 
this knowledge,unbeleevers are meer ſtrangers. Yea be they never (o wiſe 
and |carned in other rhings, rhey have cnly the theory of this wiſedom 3 
they can prattle of it by roar, but they know not what fr is by effe& and 
experience, Yea if a man want fairh, holinefſe, the love of God,and the 
| Spirir of God to be his teacher 3 he ſhal] nor be able really, and by his 
own experience,to know rhe chictk points of Chriſtian Religion ; ſuch as 
are faith ,yepentance,regeneration, rhe bove of God, the preſence of the Spirit,the 
remiſſion of ſinnes,the effuſion 6f grace,the poſſeſſion of heavenly comforts : nor 
w har rhe peace of conſcience, and joy in the holy Ghoſt # ; nor what the com< 
muntion of- Saints means 3 when every one of thele are caſte and familiar 
ro rhe meaneſt and ampleſt Beleever. And the reaſon is, the Belcever 
digefts his knowledge into praftiſe, and imployes ir to the glory of the 
eter, his neighbours good,and the furthering of his own ſalvarion. He is 
neither ungrounded in the Principles of Religion,nor unconſcionable in 
the practice. Each Book or Sermon, both increaſeth his knowledge and 
leflens his vices. © Yea he will pick ſomething out of every thing,and ga- 
ther honey from the (elf ſame thing that ockers will poyſon. Anothers ha- 
ting the tcurh ſhall make him love it the more 3 for he i; inſtrufted beth 
-by fimilitude and comrariety. Whereas let the unveleever know never {o 
much, he is reſolved tobe rever the better : and they who arc unwilling 
to obey, God thinks unworthy ro know. Whence it is alſo, that as what 
the Beleever doth is good for the matter, ſo he will do jr well alſo for the 
manner : and in all his ations obſerve, whether his ends be good orevil 3 
for he will do good a&ions with good intentions 3 and not de moved un=- 
to them by bale end: ,as is the unbeleever. Nor is he pufted up eicher with 
his knowledge or parts 3 well knowing thar he'is ignorant of many 
things, fora tew that he underſtands 3 and that he falls ſhort of orhcrs 
in what he molt excells. Nor will be build upon his knowledge, bur in 
caſes doubttull he will adviſe with others : Yea he will ſubmit co the bers 
rer advice,even of his infcriour or maid-(ervant. 
$ 2. He is not erronious in his judgement, he neither aftes curio- 
fity nor ſingularity 3 which is the fool11h ambition of unbleit undggftan= 
dings. Bur be wholly applies bimielf re thoie things which God hath re= 
veated in his Word 3 and to the'confirmartivon of reccived truths z which 
is/the mceknefie and humility of the beſt judgements 3 and ſo is wile 
according to lobricty. Nor does he lo cry vp Juſtification, as. to cry 
down and quite overthrow SanCification. He reades 8rd hears with 
an honiit and good heart 7: and-ro-the end only that he may know (a+ 
wing ly,beiceve rightly, and liveretiioully 3 and God grants his Cefre 1 
il the three. He is refolved to do Gods Will.chcrefore Ged gives him to 
know, the Dottrine, whether ir be of God or no. Neither will he give 
heed nor lend bis car tothe intifing words of falſe. Prophers,or ſpirits of 
crreur 3 Who iPrak yes through hypocrifie, as having rheir con{ciences 
burned with an hot iron. Nance can beguile him with-rheir flcights and 
eu1.ing crattinetle whorcby they lye in wait” to-deceive 3 for histheave i 
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T he whole Duty of a Chriſtian 2T 
Rablifhed with grace. He is not wauering, nor carried about with every 
winde of Doctrine, which vaia ta!kers and deceivers of mindes daily 
vent; becauſe he is rooted and ſtabliſhed in the fairh. He avoides all 
prophane and vain bablings 3 all fooliſh and unlearned queſtions which 
are endleſſe ; all ſtrife about words,which is to noprofit : all Jewiſh fa- 
bles and commandments of men, and genealogies 3 which breed vain 
janglings, rather then godly edification which is by faith ; all brawlings 
and contentions about the Law,as being unproficable and vain. He will 
not be (poyled through Philoſophy or great ſhewey of learning. He do- 
rerh nor about froward diipucations,and things that ingender unto more 
unzodlineflſe : as well kneowing,:hat the words of theſe talſe Apoſtles and 
teachers of lyes fret like a Canker, poyſon mens judgements,and pervert 
their ſimple and ſuperſtitious hearers : bur rather Rudies ro have a good 
conſcience and faith unfained. Whereas it is the portion of all corren 
hearted and hypocriticall Profeflors, to be given up ro errour and to be- 
leeve lyes, In bricf,he will entertain nothing which is contrary to whol- 
ſome Do@rine, and n-r according to the glorious Goſpel of the blefled 
God. Yea if there be any that erre concerning the truth, or having a ſhew 
of g"dlinefſe deny the power ot ir, he turns away trom ſuch. Again, be is 
not for Paul, hor Apolios, nor Cephas, but for all that bring the Word for 
their warrant. And choſe who will not ſuffer wholſame Dorine,but ha- 
ving their cars ieching, do atter their own luſts get them an heap of 
Teachers, turning their ears from the truth, being 2tven unto fables, are 
farre from being of hi; minde. He is none of thoſe that creep into hou» 
{rs,and lead captive ſimple women laden with fins, and led awsy with di- 
vers luſts 3 that ſubverr whole tamilies, by walking in craftinefſe and 
handling the Word deccicfully 3 and that reach things which they oughr 
not for faithy lucres ſake, even delighting themſelves in their deceivings: 
that beguile unltable ſouls by promifing them liberty, and are themſelves 
the ſervants of corruption, being men of ccrrupt mindes, that reſiſt the 
truth,and are reprobare concerning rhe faith. He will reje& bim that is 
an Heretick, after once or twice admonition;knowing that he who is (uch, 
1s perverted,and finnerh, being damned of his own (cif. He is no cauſer of 
diviſion or diflention in the Church. 
CHAP.. ZIV. 
S 1. JYJUr he wins many to the truth,for he is charitable, wiſhes all good 
and happy like himlelt 3 and accordingly proves a means of 
bringing many ta Heaven,and that two wayes : Firſt,whereas orhers by 
rheic evil exargple, are a means to deſtroy many; he by his good exame 
ple, is a means to ſave many. For he is upright and fancere hearted ro 
God and man. He is none of thole that profeſſe God with their words, 
and withtheir works deny him. He is not double-rongued 3 bur as he 
thinks in his hearr, (o he (peaks with his mouth 3 and as he is led by his 
conſcience,ſo his con(cience is led by truth. In fine, he is known from 
another man, only by the holinefſe and uprightneſle of his life and con- 
verlation. Yea all may rea in his life,that be beleeves in his heart ; and 
S 3 are 


— 


_ fins, leaſt rhey 


23 The Whole Dnty of a Chriſtian: 


are forced to ſay, T his is a good God,whoſe ſe yant is (0 good * or, This 
is a good, holy and operative Religion 3 that this ct anges and transforms 
men into new Creatures. For his life is like a precious and ſweet pers 
fume 3 whoſe ſavour ſpreads it ſelf, and is pleaſant to all that come near. 
Yea, he ſowes thoſe good works that remain ro poſterity, and are reaped 
by ſaccefſion ; and he ſhall be happy in making orhbers ſo. But ſecondly, 
as the wicked draw all they can to Hel by their allurements and ſubrill 
perſwaſions 3 ſo he drawes all he can ro Keaven,by his aqmonitions and 
{weet compellations. He loves the ſoul of his Neighbour, and therefore 
he will rell him of his faults, and the Judgements of God due unto the 
ſame. Yea rather then ler one go headlong to deſtruQion,he will violent- 
ly pluck him our of the fire z for he hath nor only zeal, but courage to do 
goodt he is not lukewarm, nor will he ſuffer dilcretion to ear up his de- 
votion, as it fares with common profeffors. For he had rather hazzard 
the cen(ure of (ome, then hindet the good 'of others. Yea rather then be 
guilty of other mens fins by his cowardly Glence, he can afford te be dee 
ſpiſed, and thought oar of his wits by the world 3 reputed a fool, and 
poinred at inthe Itreers, For he prefers Gods favour betore all the worlds; 
and his glory before his own credit. Nat that he wants wit, or deſerves 
contempt 3 for his zeal is mixed with diſcrerion,and he makes knowledge 
the pilot of his devotion : but his love to God is ſuch, as he cannot bear 
with them that ate evil. His righteous ſoul is vexed with ſeeing,and hear- 
ing the uncleanly converſation of their unlawfull deeds. Yea it Curs his 
very heart to hear Chrift ſs wounded with oathes, blaſphetmies and re+ 
proaches,who isrhe life'ot his life, snd ſoul of his ſoul. And his love to 
ſinners alſo, for his zeal againſt them, is a ſweet compound of love and 
anger : for though be hates rhe vices of a wicked man, yer he loves his 
perſon : ke can chide him ſharply, and yer ar the ſame time pray for him 
heartily. Whereby he nor ſeldom ſaves his brother, for he findes favour 
in the ſight of God,and prevails with him for things hard to be obrained. 
As when »tcvens prayer prevailed for perſecuting Paul, and our Saviours 
prayer for his murtherers. 

S$ 2. He hath low and mean thoughts of himſelf ; therefore the Lord 


| makes him excell, and ſhews his ſtrength by bim. He abhors to think 


himſelf better then others, becauſe God blefleth him more with outward 
bleflings, or bath beſtowed more inward gifts and graces upon him then 
upon others: well knowing that God refiſterh the proud,an4 giveth grace 
tothe humble. He is nor lifted up, nor caſt down with mens flatteries or 
{landers. He forgets his geod deeds,and therefore God remembers them ? 
he remembers his evil deeds,therefore God forgets them. He is not envi- 
ous,nor given to ſtrife 3 bur of a meek and quiet ſpirit 3 peaceable,gentle 
and cafie to be intreated. He aftes rather plainneſſe then pomp : and 
will rarher refuſe places of honour,then eagerly purſue after them. He nc- 
ver ſtands ſo ſecure,bur he will take heed leaſt he fall:and prefers an hum- 
ble fear,before a Heaps confidence. He makes conſcience of ſmall 

ould prove wedges to greater. When he is tempred to 
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evil,the fear of Ged keeps bim innocent. And it is alwaies in his minde, 
chat God (eeth all things,and is ever beholding him. He will neither de- 
ny,nor deminiſh,nor juſtifie his finne,nor ſhift it off to others. 1f he have 
falne into an evil,he will beware of doing it the ſecond rime 3 well know- 
ing that there is no laying hold of che Premiſes, wirhour making con(ci- 
ence of and ebeying the Precepts. 
CHAP. KV. 
G 1. ge you have (in part) ſeen ; how he loves,and fears,and ſerves the 
Lord,and ſceks his glcry and the good of others: but (which is ve- 
ry obſervable) ſhall I ſhew you how the Lord blefleth bim in every thing 
he rakes in hand,or that does befall him ? I pray obſerve the ſeverals,and 
then if you be not yer a Belcever,you will negle& no means, indeayouror 
opportunity to obtain ſuch a blefled condition ; the particulars are many, 
ile mention a few only. Firlt it he be in proſperity,as he ſhall be ſure to 
have plenty of all ourward things, it God ſees that it would be good for 
him ; {othat he ſhall lend ro ortiers, bur ſhall nor borrow himſelf. He 
will be accordingly thankfull, and as God bleflerh him more or lefle, ſo 
will he do good ; and the more rich, the more rich will he be in good 
works, and the more rcady todiftribure and communicate. For he is 
pitifull,and ready ro ſhew mercy where is need ; and todetend,reſcue and 
deliver the opprefled, out of the hands of their enemies and oppreſſors, if 
he have power and opportunity todo it. And by reaſon of his bountiful- 
nefle to the poor, he becometh more rich, ſo that he is not more ready to 
pray for bleflangs in his want, then he is rogive thanks for them being 
obtained. And be he never (o rich, he is not high minded ; neither does 
he trult in uncertain riches, bat in the living God. For in his proſperity 
be forgerreth not his tormer low eſtate z bur is ever meditating upon,and 
admiring the Lords goodnefſe rowards him. Yea he ſers a Memorandum 
upon every remarkable mercy, that he may not forgerit : and admires 
that God ſhould ſer his delight and love upon him,and chooſe him above 
many others: and this makes him ftrivero ſurpaſle others in his love and 
ſervice to God again. Whereas unbelcevers,when they are waxed fat with 
the good bleflings of God, they-will ſpurn with the heel, and forſake 
God thart made them : nor once regarding the ſtrong God of their ſal- 
vation, but provoke him with ſtrange Gods and other abeminations : 
bur it fares not (o with the Beleever, neither doth he ſorequite the Lord. 
And as he is thankfull ro the Author, fo likewiſe-to any that he ſhall 
make inſtrumentall for his good : thinking himſelf bound to remember 
and require good turns. 
$ 2. Secondly, if he falls into adverſity or ary kind of diſtrefſe ; he 
knowes it is ſent of the Lordin love, and zo do him good, and to give 
him occafion of rejoycing afterwards. He well-confiders,that [carce any 
thing more proves us his;then his ſtripes : that ſtripes from the Almigh- 
ty, are (o farre from arguing his dilpleaſure, that contrarily there are tew 
berter tokens and pledyes of his adoprionand love : and that they are 
baſtards and not ſonnes whoare without pes. And (o it is, thar 
4 as 
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as many 3$ God loves, he rebukes and chaſtens. And as it is (ent for his | 
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pas ir doth him good : croſſes in his eſtate, diſcaſes in his body, ma- 
adies in his minde, are medicines:to bis ſoul : the impairing of the one, 
is the repairing ef the other. His finne dies with his fame, or with his 
healrh,or with his peace,or with his outward eſtate. Yea i: both leſſons 
his fins, and increaſerh his graces: for God ſends him afli ions borh 
for his in{tru&ion and reformation, to ſcour away the ruſt of corruption, 
and rotry the rruth of his ſanRification 3 for the increaſe of his pati- 
ence, and the exerciſe of his faith, and the improvement of his zeal, and 
to provoke his importunity,and te double his obligation; to grearen each 
other grace,and to augment his glory. Again, he inflits a lefle puniſh- 
men: to avoid a greater : and by ſmarting in his body,itate or name, he 
is ſaved from ſmarting in his ſoul. He is chaſtened that he may be con- 
verted,nort confounded ; his worſer part,ro wit bis body,ſtate or name is 
impoverfifht;rhat his better part, that is,his ſoul may be ſaved in the day 
of Judgement. Bur {ee it in ſome particulars, as firſt how it makes him 


'+ © humble and thankkall : for he nor only calls ro minde his own unwor- 


thingfle of the leaſt mercy he {till injoyes 3 and how he hath provoked the 
iver 3 (for he.is ever meditating of what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered 
or him,and how he hath provoked Chriſt :) but he alſo compares whar 
he ſuffers, with what ke might bave ſuffered 3 arguing thus wich himſelf, 
He that hath taken this trom me,might have taken more : he that afflis 
me for a time,conld have held me longer: he that hath touched me in part, 
could haye ſtrickey me ig whole: he that laid this upon my body, hath 
power to lay a greater rod both upon my body and ſoul, without doing me 
rheleaſt wrong. And ſo goes on,I was born achilde of wrath,and wherc- 
as God Fry a lefr mein thac periſhing condition and choſen others, 
he hath of his tree grace adopted me and lett others. And this makes him 
cry our, O the depth! as a mercy beyon4 all expreſſion : ſaying further, O 
my [oul,thou haſt nor room enough for thanktulneſle | And the truth is, 
if we could bur ſeriouſly think upon our deliverance from hell fire, ir a- 
lone-would be thought cauſe enough to make us bach patient and thank- 
full, though the rhings we now delight in be taken from us. And ſure I 
am, nothing can be too much ro endure for thoſe pleaſures in Heaven 
which ſhall endure for ever. O that we could keep faſt in our memories 
but theſe two things ! and upon all occatjons make uſe of themzand cons 
fider withall, that the leaft mercy is beyond our beſt merit. And no bet- 
ter remedy for impatience, then to caft up our receirs,and comparethem 
with our deſervings. Bur ſecondly,Gods corrections are his inſtraftionsz 
his laſhes lefſons, his ſcourges ſchoolmaſters, his chaſtiſements advertite- 
ments to him 3 by feeling of ſmart he learns ro decline the caule. Yea, 
this hach taught kim ro fly from the works of .darknefle at a great di- 
Kance: and to conſider as well the bitrernefie of what will follow,as the 
 Iweetnefle of a momentary pleaſure 3 and ſo cleared his fight,that he can 
now diſcern Gnne inal! he:thinks;and ſpeaks,and does 3 for he is ever be- 


wailing his. wants and:weaknefles.3 the hardneſte of his heart, wane af - 
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faith,ggc. Thirdly, ir abundantly increaſeth his joy and comfort : fo 
xdmit Saran and rhe world thould-deprive him of all outward comforts 
at once 3 yet God at the ſame time will- ſupply -the want of theſe, wich 
comforts farre ſurpaſſing and cranſcending them : as tuft,the afſurance 
of the pardon of finne alone, is able to clear all forms of the minde:; ir 
reacherh miſery, as ficknefle,poverty,famine, impriſonment, infamy,g&'c. 
even to laugh; for then ler death happen, it mattersnor :. when a males 
fa&or hath ſued our his pardon, ler the Aflizes come when they will,; the 
ſooner the berter. Bur to this is added the peace of conſcience,the marrow 
of all comforts, otherwiſe called the peace of God, which paſſeth all un- 


 derſtanding, and (urpaſſeth all commending z for never did man finde 


pleaſure upon earth, like the ſweet teſtimony of an appeaſed conſcience 
reconciled unto God, cleanſed by the bloud ef the Lambezand quieted-by 
the preſence of the holy Ghoſt. As the Martyrs felr,whoevenclapt their 
hands for joy in the midſt of the flames 3 and wereeven raviſhr before 
they were permitted ro dye :_ſo great, and ſo {urpaſling all exprefling is 
the peace and comfort 200d conſcience. Again thirdly, AﬀiQieon 
bringeth with it the company of God himſelf 3 1 will be with you intribu- 
lation, ſaith God, Pſal.91.15. As when thole three were caſt into che 
fiery furnace, Dan.3. there was preſently a fourth came to bear them 
company,and that was God himſelf,ver.23,to 27, and his preſence makes 
any condition comforrable, were a man even in hell ir-lelf. See more 
Afﬀs 13.52. And as his ſufterings abound,ſo his conſolation alſo aboun- 
deth,z Cogr.1.5. Indged the unbelecyer laughs more, bur that laughter is 
only the kypecrifie of mirth : they rejoyce in the face only and- nor in 
the heart : norcan it be ſolid comfort, except it hath his iflue from a 
good conſciences whereas Gods Word teacherb, and a good conſcience 
tindeth,thar even the tears of thule that pray,are (weeter then the joyes of 
the Theater. But this is not all,for according to the tribulations laid upon 
him and borne by him, ſhall the retribution of glory be proportioned, F 
might go on, and ſhew how it makes him pitritull and compaſhonare ro 
others: evils have taught him ro bemone- all that afflition makes to 
groan z and ſundry the like which I may not here ſtand upone. And 
this is enough to ſhew, that afflition in generall makes much for his 
advantage : now ſee how he is a great gainer by cach particular crofle ; 
As | 
CHAP. XVI. 
$ 1.F®Icſt, Let him fall into poverty, or have bis goods and lands con- 
tiſcate, this ſhall nor hurt bur do him g20od alſo : for he will not 
by ſinne releeve his wants ; poverty ſhall not conſtrain him to ſteale. He 
will nor tell a lye ( God afliſting him) though you would give him an 
houſe fall of god. Whereas ler unbelcevers fall 3nto the like condition, 
thar they may maintain themſelyes,they will lye,deceive,ſteal, proſtitute 
their chaſtiry,fell their conſciences? and whar not. Nor will he murmuc 
or repine againſt bis Maker,but bear it patiently and chearfully ; where« 
2a unbelecyers will not only murmur ang gleroully.complain5.hut & 
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thin? * yea they will fleighr all his bleflings, becauſe in one thing he 
croflerh them. And as he will not be the worſe, ſo he will be much the 
better for it ; for as he growes poor in temporals, he will grow rich in 
ſpiticuals : his wants kill his wantonnefle, his poverty checks his pride, 
es: It ſhall Rir him up to prayer, wean him from the love of the world, 
approve his fincerity, increaſc his faith, ſpiricuall wiſedom,patience,and 
the likezſothar ler his enemies take all,(o long as they cannot take Chriſt 
and Gods fatherly providence from himyhe is well enough. But that's nor 
all; for wharſoeverihe parrs wichall,be it houſe, or Land,or any thing elſe, 
*ris but xs ſeed caſt into the ground 3 for he ſhall receive for it an hun- 
dreth fold more in this world, and ia the world to dome life everlaſting, 
Mark 10.29,39; But 

$ 2, Secondly, Ler him be caft into Priſon and bonds, God will do 
him good by this alſo z even the priſon ſhall prove a means of his ſpiri- 
tuall inlargement, and he ſhall more freely injoy the preſence of his God, 
Tt ſhall make him- wich Pe and Sylas, (ing Plaims for jey ar midnight : 
yea, he fhall with that Scottiſh King in Mortimers hole, learn more of 
Chriſt in 2 ſhort rime,then abroad he could in many years. And laſtly,ir 
ſhsll teach him for ever after,to remember them that are in bonds,as if he 
were bound with them ; and them which ſuffer adverfity,as if be ſuftered 
the ſame things with them. 

$ 3. Thirdly, Let his enemies flander him, God will clear his innocen- 
cy3 ler rhem curſc him,the Lord will do him good even for their curſing 
let them deſpiſe and diſparage him, the Lord will ſo much the more ho- 
nonr him before the people : yeazthe ſame men that formerly flighred and 
reje&ed him. ſhall be forced ro ſeek and ſue unto him. Let an enemy ſcoff 


at hira for a fault, he will be the berter for ic ro his dying day. His very , 


ſcofffs bring him both to the knowledge, and likewiſe to the amendment 
of his fau'ts. His being ſlighted ſhall quell his ambition and vain glory, 
and likewiſe exerciſe and improve his other graces. In fine,his enemies by 
their evil rongues,ſhall beger in him a good and holy lite. 
$ 4- Fourthly, Let there be never (o many plors laid ro deſtroy him, 
he is in perpetuall ſafety : for the Lord nor only gives his Angels a charge 
over him,to keep him in ell his wayes 3 but himſelf is ever at hand to de- 
liver him and keep him as the apple of his eye, ſo thar all his enemies are 
"Not ablero do him hurt 3 for God is his help,and ſtrengrh,and deliverer 3 
yea, God by his providence diſpoſeth of things ſo, that what in appea- 
rance, and what they contrived to be the means of his hurt, turns to his 
yu good 3 and what they intended for his deftrution,becomes the on- 
y means of his preſervation. Again, the Lord is more ſpecially preſent 
with him, when he is in the greateſt danger ; that he may fight for him 
againſt his enemics, and give him viory over them ; that he may ſu- 
ſain him when he fainrs, and crown him when he overcomes ; thar he 
may be exaR.in raking norice of his ſufferings,count his wanderings, pur 
his tears into his bottle, and enter all into his Regiſter. Nor-is = Be- 
-of ecver 
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God do not anſwer them in every thing, they will rake pleaſure in no< |. 
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\Jeever more patient to put up wrong, then God is ready to revenge them 


and right him.: and the reaſon is, Chriſt rakes what is done to him, or 
any one of his members,as done to himſelf. And indeed he that deſpiſeth, 
rraduceth,or any way wrongs him for his goodnes; his envy ſtrikes at the 
Jmage of God in him ; by whoſe Spirit be both ſpeaks and afts. And ro 
murmur againſt any of Gods Meflengers(as thou arc apt enoughro do,) 
is to murmur againſt God himſelf that ſent them : take notice of this 
you that carry an aking tooth againſt every godly man you know. Nei- 
ther ſhall Sorcery or Witchcraft have the lealt power to do him hurt. In 
a word, there cannot ſo much as an hair fall trom his head, without the 
ſpecial! appointment of his heavenly Father, who will luffer nothing to 
befall him,bur what ſhall make for his ſervants benefit and his own glory: 
for admit God gives his enemy leave and power to kill him, he fhall nor 
hurt bur pleaſure himzas I ſhall ſhew when I come umto ir. *© 

S 5. Fiſthly, Neither ſicknefſe,nor old age can hurt him: his fingers 
pain makes him nor forget the health of his whole body 3 one dayes or 
weeks ficknefſe, makes him not forget many years health, He is not ſs 
ſenſible of a preſent diſtreſſe, nor ſo ingratefull for favours paſt, as net to 
remember many years injoyments, more then one weeks miſery. Yea, he 
conſiders that ir is int great love that God thus viſits him:thar he dealerh 
mercifully with him, Teal he ſhould fall from him and deſpair 3 that he 
beateth him,leaft he ould grow proud and forget him,and (o periſh.Be- 


' ſides,he findes by experience, thar as every other affliftion rubs off ſome 


rult,melts off ſome drofſe, trains out ſome corruption,,#c. loalſorthat 

ſicknefle cuts the very throat of all his vices ; be ir pride, luſt, cove:ouſe 
nefle or the like 3 for the very worſt Fever can come, does not more 
burn up his bloud then his luſt 3 and together with (wearing out the 
ſurfirs of nature,at the pores of the body, he weeps out the ſinfull corrup- 
tion of his nature,at the pores of his conſcience. And indeed God ſcour- 
?cth his fleſh, ro this 4 apa thar his ſpiric may be ſaved in the day of 
Jeſus Chriſt. And the like of oldage; bis ſoul waxeth, as his body 


* waineth, and he is wiſelt copreſcribe, when his benes and finewes are 


weakeſt ro execute. 
CHAP. XVII. 

$ CLE Suppoſe he is indiſtrefle of conicience, and ut the very 
brink of deſpair,expeRing nothing bur hell and damnation3ſups» 
poſe God hides his tace, and ſeems to have utterly forſaken bim, and to 
reje& his prayers; yea ſuppoſe the terrours of God fight againſt him, 
and the Arrowes of the Almighty ſtick ſo faſt in him, thar the venom 
thereof hath drunk up his ſpirit, ſo thar in his own apprehenfion God is 
become his mortal enemy,az ir fared with Fob,yer all this is for his good, 
and ſhall do him good : yea this extream leverity of God argues favour; 
for nothing more uſuall then for God to work joy our of fear, Hghr our 
of darknefſc, and to bring to the Kingdom of Heaven by the gates of hell, 
and thus he deals wich his deareſt darlings. When he meant eo bleſſe Fe 
66h, be wreltles with him as an adyerſary;even till he lamed him: w _ 
[- 
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he.meant to preferre Foſephto the Throne, he threw him down into the 
Dungeon : and tothe Golden chain'about his neck, he laded him with 
Irog ones about his leggs. Nor would Chriſt cure Lazar, till after he 
was dead,buried,and ftunk again : no queſtion to-tcach us,that we muſt 
be caft down by the Law,before we can be raiſed up by the Golpell; and 
become fools before we can be truly wile. Nor hath he cauſe to fear, be 
hiscale never (odeſperate ; for God will meaſure his pariencezand make 
it proportionable co his ſuffering, and equall his ſtrength to his remptas» 


tions : his grace ſhall be ſuificient for him art the leaſt, 2zCor.12.9., } 
' Phil. 1.29. and he that made the Veſlel, knewes her burden, and how to 


ballaft her. The Buſh, which was atype of the Church, conſumed not all 
the while it burned with fre, becauſe God was in the midſt of ir. The An- 
chor lyeth deep and is nor ſeen, yet is the ſtay of all. The Bladder blown, 
may float upon the floud,bnt cannot fink ner ſtick in filthy mud, Sinne, 
Satan and the world may diſturb him, but they can never deſtroy him : 
his head Chriſt being above, he cannot be drowned; there can be no diſ- 
junQion, unleſfſe he could be pluckt from his arms that is Almighty, for 
 hislife is bid with Chriſt in God, Col. 3.3. Beſides, if he ſuffers much,ir 
ſhall not be long ; if he ſuffers long it ſhall nor be much : if his (orrowes 
be ſharp they are the ſhorter. Grievous and ſore trials laſt but for a ſea. 
ſon, 1 Pet.1.6:a little while, Fob. 16.16, yea bur a moment, 2 Cor.4.17. 
For a moment in menc anger, (aith God, 7 hid my face from thee, for a little 
feaſon, but with everlaſting mercy have T had compaſſion on thee, Iſa. 5 4.8. 
Weeping may abide for 4 night,but joy cometh in the morning, Plal, 30.5. And 
it is ever (een, that his joy both ſucceeds and exceeds his ſorrow ; thar 
his (adnefſe ends in gladnefe, and. bis ſorrow in finging : and the more 
grievous his exigent, the more glorious his advancement. But the laſt 
C which is the beſt) gain of all, he growes more holy then-ever : for like 
the Vine, he bringerh forth the more and betrer fruit, for paring, and 
pruning, and bleeding 3 and though his outward man periſh, yer his in- 
ward man is renewed daily : even as a Lambe is much more lively and 
nimble for ſhearing ; thele very tempeſtuous ſhowers, bring forth (piri- 
tual! lowers and herbs in abundance. ; 
$ 2. Seventhly, Let judgements be inflited upon th&whcle Land, 
they ſhall not tquch him nor his family,he ſhall be f1ngled our for mercy; 
Or if they do, they ſhall be ſo (anRified, that they ſhall rather pleaſure 
then hurt him. As if the Corn be cur down with the weeds,the one ſhall 
be carried into Gods barn as Laxzgfus was, the other caft into the fire like 
Dives: yea,every ſtroak inthe judgement ſhall be a monitor, and ſerve as 
a Sermon to him : when he (ces another ſtruck he takes warning 3 for he 
will be put unto duty even by the ſhadow of the wand. 
$ 3. Eighthly, The ftri&ek and ſevereſt Laws if they be not contrary 
ro Gods Law,have not power to (mite him : for he does thole things un- 
bidden, which others can ſcarce do being. compelled. Yea,the Law pro- 
res him againſt bis enemics, who fear the Jayl more then they fear 
Hell; and Rand more #pon their filyer,or their fides ſmayzing then 
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their ſouls. Good Magiſtrates alſo are the breach of his noſtrils and pro 
te& him, while they rake vengeance on them that do ill. Yea they are 
the Miniſters of God for his wealth,and bound to lee him righted, when 
he receives wrong in his perlon,goods or good name. 
CHAP. XVIII. 
$ bg nar very (ins and infirmities by Gods grace do work his 
good, and he is by much the better for them, for he will from 
hence grow more holy. Yea, he gains ſtrength by every fall : for hence 
iffues deeper humiliation, ſtrenger hatred of finne, freſh indignation 
againſt himſelf, more experience of his hearts deccirfulneſle, renewed re- 
folutions untill anne be brought under: it makes him more carneſt with 
God by prayer, to keep a more careful watch over himlelf ; to pity others 
more, and cenſure them lefle when they offend or are overtaken : toreſt 


' wholly upon the affiſtance of Gods Spirit,and to aiccibe all glory to himy 


of whom whatſoever he hath he holds. True, his offending God brings 
much miſery upon him,and God ſeerns to have letr himgand to reje& his 
prayers and humiliation : but at length,and fo (oon as the poor ſoul cea» 
ſeth to do evil,andTlearns to do well, the Lord repenteth him of the eyilz 
and not only delivers him,bur rerurns with the greater intereſt of joy and, 
felicity. Indeed the Locd lets him know what it is to loſe his favour,and 
makes him tugg hard by prayer, and to perſevere a long time in knucks 
ing and asking:but at length he will be ſurero give him what he defies, 
or that which is better for him 3; for the payer of faith, from the knees 
of humility and a broken heart,will conquer even the Conqueror. Indeed, 
the caſe may be ſuch that he cannot pray, or not ro purpole; asin time af 
fickneſſe,by reaſon of the extremity of pain : but then he can lend rothe 
Congregations, & intreat them to pray for him.Beſides,all his tormer pray-, 
ers and meditations,do ſerve to ayd him in his laſt ſtrairs, and meet roge= 
ther in the center of his extremity3ycelding though not ſenfble relief, yer 
ſecret benefit to his ſoul. Yea (which is belt of all) he hath the benefit of 
Chrifls interceſſion in Heaven,and of the prayers of all the Saintgon earth. 

S 2. Tenthiy, T he malice of Satan ſhall, make much tor his good :for 
if Saran be ſent to buffer him as he did Paul, or tro winnow him as he 
would have done Peter, it is thar he may not be exalted: his malice ſhall 
prove the occafion of much good to him, as it did ro the inceſtuoxs Corim- 
thizn: or if Gnd lets bim looſe upon him as he did upon Fob, ir ſhall bur - 
adyance the glory of God, maniteſt this Beleevers parience, occaſion bis 
own ſhame,&@c. ſo the Devil ſhall be over-ſhot in his own bow, and 
wounded with his own weapon. And ſoit is,thar to al! whom God bath. 
any intereſt in, this Scorpion ſhall prove a medicine againſt the ſting of, 
the Scorpron. For though he aym ar deſpair and deſtyytion,yert God aymg, 
ar humiliation and converftion,yea ar conſolation and (alvation:and when 
the inner is ſufficiently humbled, "Satan ſhall be caſhiered ; rhar Horſe- 
leach ſhall be raken off, when he harh ſufficiently abated the vicious and 
tuperfluous bloud;(orhar he ſhall be healed by wounding,exalted by hum- 
bling:Saran ſhall belp himro the deftruRion ot his Yeſh(his corruprion,) 
and the edification of his ſoul. $ ;.Ele- 


go The Whele Duty of a Chriſtian 
$ 3+ Eleventhly, Death, the laſt and ſtrongeſt enemy of all, ſhall dg 
him the greateſt good of all. He may be killed, bur he-cannot be hurt nor 
conyuered:for even Death,thar Fiendzis ro him a friend : like the Red Seq 
ro thelſraclites,thar put them over to the Land of Promiſe, whiles it drows 
ned their enemies. It is his bridge from woe to glory,for dying he ſleeps, 
and ſleeping he reſts from all the travels of a toylſome life, ro live in joy 
and blifle for evermore. It is to him the cnd of all ſorrowes, and the be- 
inning of his cverlafting joyes, the ceflation of all trouble,a Superſe./eas 
bp All diſcaſes, rhe extin&ion of finne, the deliverance from cnemies, 
a reſcue from Satan, the quiet reſt of the body, and infranchiſement of 
the ſoul. 
CHAP. XIX. 
A deſcription of Heaven and Hell, ſo farre as may be collefFed from the 
Word, according to the beſt E xpoſitors. 
$ 1. Hus as the unbelcever and dilobedienc is curſed in every thing, 
and whercever he goes, and in whatſoever he does : Cucted in 
the City,and curſed allo inthe field ; curſed in thefruit of bis body,and 
in the F440 of his ground,and inthe fruir of his Cattell: Curſed when he 
cometh in, and curled alſo when he goeth ou: ; curſed iathis life, and 
curſed in thelife to come ; as is at large expreſt, Deut.28. So the Belee- 
ver that obeyes the voice of the Lord, ſhall be bleſſed in every ching he 
does whereever he goes,and in whatſoever betalls him:as God promiicth 
in the former part of the ſame Chapter, and as I have proved in the ele- 


ven foregoing Seftions. Yea, God will blefle all that belong unto | 


him, for his children and poſterity, yea many generations after him ſhall 
fare the better for his ſake : yea the very place where he dwells, perhaps 
the whole Kingdom he lives in. Whereas many, yea multitudes, even an 
whole Army, yea bis childrens children, unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration, tare the worle for a wicked man and an unbeleever. Befides, his 
prayers ſha!l profic many3for he is more prevalent with God,to take away 
a judgement trom a People ora Nation,then a thouſand others. And he 
counts it a {inne to ceaſe praying for his greateſt and molt malicious ene- 
mies 3 though they like foois, would (if they durſt or were permirted,)cur 
him eff,and all the race of Gods people 3 which is as if one with his bat- 
cher ſhould cut off the bough of a Tree upon which he ſtanderh. For they 
are bcholding to Beleevers for their very lives: yea ic is for their ſakes,and 
becauſe the number of Chriſts Church is nor yet accompliſhc, har they are 
out of hell. Barro go on,as all rhings (viz. )poverty,impriſonmentyſlan- 
der,perſecution, ſicknefic,death, remporall judgements, ipicicuall difſers 
rions, yea even finne and Satan himſelf) ſhall cur together for the beſk 
wnto thoſe that love God, as you have ſeen. So all things ſhall rurn toge- 
ther for the worſe untb chem that hate God 3 as all uabclecvers do, Rom. 
1.30. Fob.15.18. even the mercy of God,and the means of grace, ſhall 
prove rheir bane and inhance their damnation ; yea Chriſt himſelf, rhar 
only ſummum bowim, who is a Saviour te all belcevers, ſhall be a juſt re- 
yenges go all unbelecvers: and bid rhe onc,Depart ye curſed into _— 
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fire, prepared for the Devil and bis Angels. Which ſhall be an everlaſting 
depatrure, not for a day,nor for years of dayes,nor for millions of years, 
bur for eternity 3 into ſuch pains,as can neither be expreſſed nor congei- 
ved,Fude 6.7 .Rev.20.10. Mat.3o12.Heb.6.2. 

$ 2. Wickednefle hath bur a rime, a ſhort time, a moment of timez 
but the puniſhment of wickednefle is beyond all time 3 There ſhall -be mp 
ond of plagues to the wicked man, Prov. 24.20. Their worm [ball not die uti- 
dher ſhall their fire be quexched, 10.66.24. 
$ 3. Neither is the extremity of pain inferior ro the perpetuity of ir 3 ir 
is a place full ef horrer and amazednefle 3 where is no remiſſion of finne, 
no difmiſfen of pain,no intermiſſion of ſenſe, no permiſſion of comfort 3 its 
rorments are both intollerable and iuterminable : and can neither be endurgd 
nor 4vided when entred into, Rev. 19.20.and 20.14. and 18,6, Mat.25. 
30. 2 Pet.2.4+ Heb.10.27. Jude 6. 

$ 4- The plagues of the firſt death are pleaſant, compared with thoſe 
of the ſecond: For mountains of ſand were lighcer,and milltons of years ſhor= 
ter, then a tythe of rhele torments, Rev.20.10. Fude7, Iris adeath 
which hath nodeath ; ir bath a beginning,ir hath no eading, M@.3.12. 
1/4.66.24. 

$ 5- The pain of the body,is bur the bedy of pain, the anguiſh ofthe 
ſoul,is the ſoul of anguiſh : For ſhould we firſt burn off one hand, then 
another,after thar each arm, and ſo all the parts of the body, it would be 
deemed intollerable, and no man would endure it for all rhe pan and 
mas, this world can afford 3 and yer it is nothing co that burning of 

ody and ſoul in hell: Should we endure ten thouſand years torment im 
hell, ir were grievous 3 but norking to eternity : Should we ſuffer one 
ain, irwere miſerable enough; but ifever we come there,our pains ſhall 

U for number and kindes,intinitely various, as our pleaſures have beem 
here}; every ſenſe and member, each power and faculiy both of ſoul and 
body, ſhall have their ſeverall obje&ts of wretchednefle, and thar withouc 
intermiſſion, or end, or eaſe, or patience. toendure it, Luke 12.5. & 16, 23. 
Matth.3.12. & 5.22.& 23.33. Yeathe pains and (ufterings of the dam» 
ned,are ten thouſand times more then can be imagined by any heart un- 
der heayen, and can rather ( rhrouzh neceflity ) be endured, then ex- 
preded. Ir is a death never to be painted to the life 5 no pen nor pencill, nor 
art nor heart can comprehend ir, Manth. 18.8,9,10. & 25.30. Luke 16, 
33,24. 2 Pet.2.4. 1/4.5-14-SX 30.33. Pro.1y.11. 

$ 6. Yea were all the land paper, and all che water ink , every plant a 
pen, and every orher creature a ready writer, yer they could nor ſer down 
the leaſt picce of the grear pains of hell fore. 

$ 7. Now add eternity to extremity, and then conſider bell to be hell 
indeed. For if the Ague of a year, or the Colick of a monerh, or rhe 
Rack of a day, or the burning of an hour be ſo bitter herez how will is 
break the hearts of the wicked, to feel all theſe beyond all meaſure,beyond 
all rime; yet is all chis trurh, (ave that iy comes farre ſhort of the truth 3 
this is much, jr is nor ncar all. For ag one (aid, Nothing bur the eloquence 
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of Tully could ſufficiently ſer 
chelceverlaſting'torments,bur he thar is from everlaſting rocyerlaſting, |, 
- 6/8 Now what heart would nor: bleed to ſee men runxe beadlong into - F 
theſe tortures, that are thus -intollerable.? Daunce hood-winked inco this 
perdition'?*O-rhat ir were but .allowed to the deſperate ruffians of. our ©] 
dajes, thar ſwear 2nd ciurſe,drink and drab, rob, ſhed blood, 8c., ( as if heas 
ven.were blind and&caf.to what they do,) te bave bur a fight of this bell 1. * 
How would it charm their mouthes, -apale their Frrits, ſtrike fear. and aſton 7 
ni/ſhment into their hearts ? Yea the Church and they would be berrerac= Þ| - 
quainred, "which are now perperual ſtrangers. Fox. I cannot thinkthey | 
would:do thus, if they did-buc either ſee or foreſee, whar they ſhall one day 
(without ſerious and unfeigned repentance) fect 3 O that men would 
believe and conſider this truth | and: do accordingly. 
. CHAP. XX. 
S a Hay I ſay, ſhall they bebid Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
&c. while on the contrary the {ame Chriſt ſhall (ay unto the o- 

ther, Cemeye bleſſed of my father,anh :rit the Kzngdom prepared for you from 
before the foundation of the world,Matth, 25.34. Which Kugdom is a place 
where ere ſuch jeys, 45 exe hath not ſeen, nor car heard, neither hath entred into 
the heart of man to conceive,. 1 Cor. 2.9. 

$ 2. A place where ſhall be no evil preſent,nor good abſent,Heb.g. 12. 
Matth.6.20. Incompariſon whereof all the Thrones and Kzngdoms upon 
earth,are lefie then rhe'drop of abucket, Dent. 19.14. 2 Cor.12.2,4. Mat. 
5.219, 1fa.66.1: : Yea, bow little, how nothing arg the poor and tempo» F- 
rary enjoyments of 'this life, ro thoſe we ſhall enjoy in the next, 
I Cor. 2.9. , 

$ 3. Doſt thou deſire beauty, riches, honour, pleaſure, long-life, or what 
everelie can be named ? No place ſo glorious by creation, to beaucitull 
with deleFation, ſo rich in poſSeſſion, {a comfortable tor habitation, nor lo 
durable for laſting, Heb. 12.22. 1 +c-1.4. 2 (,07.4-17-Rom.9.3.& $.18, 
There are no eftates bur inhecicances, no inh-<ricances but Kingdoms, 
no houſes but Palaces, no meals but-fegits, no noiſe but muſick, no rods 
but Scepters, ne garments bur Robes, no ſeats but Thrones, no caverings 
for rhe head but Crowns, Rom.8.17. Titus 3-7. Heb 9.15. Maith.25.31, 
34. 2 Tim.4.8. Gal.4.7. 1 Pet.-3.9,10. Mark 10.23,24,25.Kev.7.13, 
14,15. Our condition there will'be fo joyfull, that look we outwardly, 
there js joy in the feciers, Heb. 12, 324 if inwardly, there is joy in our 
own felicity, 1.Cor-2 9. Look we forward, there is joy ia the erernity, 
1Pet.$.:0. Mark 10,30. Sothar oneyery lide we ſha)l be cven {wallowy 
ed up of joy, I/a. 35.10. & 51.'1,fatth. 25.23. & 18,10. Heb, 12.3, 
32. Pſal. 1G 11. | 

$ 4. As O the multitude and fulneſle'of theſe joys! lo 4ny,that only 
God can number rhem ; [c great,that he only can eſtimate them 3 of ſuch 
rarity and perfection, that this world hath nothiog comparable to them, 
2 Cor12.2,4. [Fhere 'is n2 death. nor dearth, no pinmng, nor repining,. no 
fraud, ſorrow ror {adurſs, ncither tears nor fears, defef? nor loathing, Rev. 7» 
36,17. & 21:4. Heb 9-12, S 5.1 bgre 


forth Tully's eloquence : So none can exprely .* # 
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whole Duty of a Chriftian. 33 
S. 5, There ſhall be no ſorrow, nox pai, nor Complaint ; there is no 
malice to riſe up againſt us, no m/ery ro affli& us ; no bunger, thirſt, wea= 
e, temptation; co diſquiet us, Matth, 6. 19,20, Heb,g.12, There, 
O thiere 7 one day is better then « thouſand; there is Reſt trom our Labours, 
Peate from our Enemies, Freedom from our Sins, &c, Job 3.17. Heb, 4. 
3,9,10,11, Rev,14.13. Heb.g.12,15. 
S. 6. The Eye ſces much, the Ear hears more, the Hears conceives 
moſt : yer all ſhorr of apprehenſion, much more of comprebenſpon z, of thoſe 


' pleaſures: therefore ir is ſaid, Enter thou into thy Maſters joy; For it is 


roo great to enter into thee, Matth.25.23, As O the tranicendency of 
that Paradice of pleaſure ! where is Joy withour bravineſſe, or interruptis. 
on ; peace withour perturbation ; bleſſeducfſe withour' miſery :, Light with- 


_ out Darkaeſſe ; bealth withour ſickneſſe ; brauty without blemiſh ;, abundance 


without want; eaſe withour Iabour  Satiety without Loathing 3 Liberty 
withour Reſtraint z Security withour Fear ; Glory without ignoming 3 know- 
ledge mirhour ignorance 3 Eyes without Teares ; Hearts withour: ſorrow 3 
Souls withour Sin; where all be no evil heard of ro affright us, nor good 
wanting to chear us : For we ſhall have what we can defires and we ſhall 
deſire nothing 'but what is good, Deut. 10.14, E/ay 66.1, 1 Kings 8.27. 
Mark 10.21, Luke 18.22, 1 Pet.5.10. Fob.4.36. & 10:28. Matth.25.46. 

S., 7. In fine, (thac I'may darkly ſhadow it our, fich the lively repre 
ſentation thereof is mcrely impoſſible) this Life everlaſting is the per- 
feRion of all 700d things : For Fulxeſſe is the perteAion of meaſure z _ 
Number : and 7#mutability the perfeRion of State ; and immenſity the 
perfcRion of Place ; and zzymortality the perfeQion of Life z and God the 
petfeRion of all : who ſhall be all inallto us ; Meat ro our taſte, beary 
ro our Eycs, per fumes to our ſmel}, Muſick ro our Eares : And whar ſhall 
I ſay more ? 'bur 2s the Pſalmiſ! ſaith, glorious things are Foken of thee,thou 
City of God, Pſal.87.3. ſee Revel.4.2,3. & 21-10. to the end. 

S. 8, Bur alas ſuch is mans parvity, thar he is as far from comprehend= 
ing it, as his Armes are from compaſſing it, 1 Cor.2.9, Heaven ſhall receive 


" Us, We cannot conceive Hedvex : Do you ask me what Heaven is ſaith one? 


when I meet youthere, I will tell you : For could this Ear bear it, or 
this Tongae utter it, or this Heart conceive it; it muſt needs follow , thar 
they were tranſlated already thither, 2 Cor.12.2,4- Yea, a man may as 
well with a coal, paint our the Sw in all his ſplendor : as with his. pen, or 
tongue expreſſc, Or withi his Meare (were ir as deep as the Sea) conceive 
the Fulnefſe of thoſe Joyes, and Sweetneſſe of thoſe pleaſures which the 
Saints (hall enjoy at Gods right hend for evermore, P/al. 16;11..in thy pre- ' 
ſence, i the Fulneſſe of Foy ; and at thy right bend, are pleaſures for evermore : 
For quality they are pleaſures ; for quaztity, fulnefle ; for Dignity, at Gods 
Pght band; tor Ecernity, for evermore. And Millions of years, multiplyed 
by I make not up one wixute to this Eternity, 2 Cor.g.18. Johs 
0 2v, | 


C cnar 


34 The whol Duty of « (rifian. 
CHAP. XXI, 


$.1. Bu for the berter confirming of this ſo important a truth g ia 
theſe Atbeiſtical rimes : See ſore reaſons to confirm it: As 
Firſt, if the Sur which is but « creature, be fo bright and glorious ; 
that no mortal Eye can look upon the brightnefſe of it / how glorious 
chen is the Creator himſelf ? or thar light from whence ic receives ics lighr, 
If the fame of the Heavens, and Globe of the Earth be fo glorious ; -which 
is but the Lower Houſe, or rather the Footſtool of the Almighty, as the Holy 
Ghoſt phraſeth ic, I/4.66.1-Matth.y.35. 46t.7.49. how glorious and won- 
derful, is the Maker rhercof, and the City where he keeps his Court > Or 
if Sinners, even the worſt of wicked men, and Gods enemics ; have here 
in this earthly pilgrimage, ſuch variery of injoymencs to pleaſe their ve- 
ry ſenſes ; as who can exprefſe the pleaſurable variety of objefs for the 
feht, of meats, aid drinks to ſatisfie and delighr the tafte ; of Yoyces, and 
melodious ſoznds torecrcate the hearing ; of ſents, and perfumes provided 
ro accommodate our very ſmelling ; of rectcations and ſports to bewitch the 
whole max: : And the like of Honour, and: profit, which are 1do!s, that 
carnal men do 'mighrily dote #por, and rake pleaſure in : (though theſe 
carthly, and bodily joyes are bur the body, or rather the dregs of crue 
Joy,) whar think we muſt be the ſoul thereof >' viz. thoſe delights and 
pleaſures, that are reſerved for rhe Glorified Saints, and Gods deateſt dar- 
lings in Heaves, Again 
S. 2. Secondly, If natural men find fuch pleaſure and ſweerneſle ; 
in ſecular wiſclom, lip-learning, and brain knowledge; For even mundane 
knowledge hath ſuch a ſhew of excellency in ir; that ir is highly aff: cd 
both by the good and bad; As O the pleaſure! thar rational men take 
therein ; It being fo fair a Virgin, char every cleay eye is in love with her, 
fo rich a pear! that none bur Swize do defpiſe it 3 yea among all che Tyees 
in the Garden, none ſo rakes with rational men as the Tree of knowledge : 
(as Satax well knew, when he fer upon our Firſt Parents) inſomuch thar 
Plato thinks, in caſe wiſdom could bur repreſent ir ſelf unto the Fyes ; 
it would ſet che beart on fire with the love of it: And others afficm, rhar 
there is no lefſe difference berween che Learned, and the Tenorant; then 
there is berween the living and the dead; or berwcen men and' Beaſts : 
And yer the pleaſure which natural, and moral men rake in ſecular, and 
mundane knowledge and learning ; is nothing comparable, tothe plea- 
ſure thar an experimental Chriſtian finds in the Divine, and ſupernatural 
Knowledge of Gods Word : which makes David and Solomon preter ir before 
the honey, and the honey comb for {eernefſe; and to valuc ir above thous 
ſands of yold and ſilver, yea before pearles 4nd all precious ſtones for worth : 
How ſweer then ſhall our knowledge in Heaven be ? for here we ſee but 
Aarkly, and as it were in a Glaſſe, or by Meon light ; but there we ſhall hnow, 
even as we are known, and ce God, and Chriſt in the face, x Cor. 
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$. 3: Thirdly, If mere Narurians have been ſo taken with the love 
of Vertne; char they rhought if a verizous ſor! , could bur be ſeen with 
Corporal eyes; it would ravifh all men with love, and admiration thereof , 
yea if rhe very worſt of men, Drunkards,Blaſphemers and the like z though 
they moſt ſpircfully ſcoffe ac, and backbire rhe people of God; yer when 
they know a man fiacere, upright , and boneft; cannot chooſe bur love, 
commend and honour hia in their beafts; as it fared with Herod touching 
Fobn, and King Agrippe touching Paw, 

$. 4. Or rathcr if Gods own people, are ſo raviſhed with the graces, 
and priviledges which they injoy upon earth, as the aſſurance of the pardon 
of ſin; the peace of a good conſcience, and joy of the Holy Ghoſt ; which is 
bur g/0rification begun: whar will they be,when they ſhall injoy the perfe(ti- 
a_ glory in Heaven > As ſee but fome inſtances, of their preſent en- 
joyments here below: Firſt, if we were never co receive any reward 
for thoſe ſmall labours of love, and duties we do to the glory of God, a 
profit of others ; we might think our ſelyes ſufficiently recompenſed in 
this life z with the calm, and quictneffe of a good conſcience z the ho- 
neſty of a vertuous and holy life : That we can do and ſuffer ſomerhing 
for the love of Chrift, who hath done and ſuffered ſo much to fave us : 
That by our werks the majeſty of God is magnited; to whom all homa 
is due, and all ſervice roo lintle: For godlineſſe in every ſichneſſeis a Phy- 
tian, in every contention an Advocate, in every doubt a School man, in all 
hbeavineſſe a Preacher, and a comforter unto wharſoever eſtare it comes z 
making the whole life as ir were a perpetual Hale/ujah. Yea God ſo ſheds 
bis love abroad in our bearts by the Holy Ghoſt, that we are in Heaven, be- 
fore we come thither. Inſomuch, thar as the fire flyeth ro his Sphear, the 
ſtone haftens to the Centey, the River ro the Sea, as to their end and reſt; 
and are violently detained in all other places: fo are the hearrs of Gods 
people, without their Maker and Redeemer, their laſt end and ecernal reft 
and quierneſſe ,never arreſt : like the xeed!e touched with the lozdflone, 
which ever ſtands quivering and trembling, untill ic enjoyes the full and 


. dire& afpe#t of the Northern pole, Burt more particularly, 


S. 5. How docsthe afſurance of the pardon o/ Gnne alone, clear and 
calm all tarms of the mind ? making any condition comfortable, and the 
worſt and greateſt miſery ro be no miſery. | 

To be delivered of a Child, is no ſmall joy ro the mother + but ro be de- 
lrvered from ſin, is a far greater joy to the ſou!, Bur ro this we may adde 
the joy of the Holy Ghoſt, and the peace of conſcience ; otherwiſe called the 
peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding. Theſe are priviledges, thar 
make Pay! happier in his chazn of Iron, then Agrippain his chain of gold : 
and Peter more merry under ſtripes, then Caiaphas upon the Fudgement 
ſeat, And Stephen the like under that ſhower of tones. Pleaſures are 
ours, if we be Chrifls: Whence thoſe expreſſions of the Holy Gheſt,. The 
Lord hath done great things fo? us, whereof we rejoyce. Be glad in the Lord, 
end rejoyce ye Rhebreous, and ſhogt for joy all ye that are upright in beart, Le 
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all that put their truſt is thee rejoyce, let them even ſhout for joy. Rejoyee eviy= 
more, and again I ſay rejoyce rejoyee,, with joy unſpeakable, and fill of glory. 
Our rejoyeing i this,the teſtimony of ouy conſcience. Your bearts (hall reoyce,and 
yorr Foy ſhall no man take from you,&c. Sothat ir is a ſhame for the faith- 
full, nor to be joyſ#l : and they lin, if they rejoyce nor , whatever their 
condition be. The Eunuch no ſooner felt the pardon of fin, upon his be- 
ing baptized into the faith of (rift, but be went 01 his way rejoycing, AQ.8, 
39. Hethen found more ſollid joy, then ever ke had done in his riches, 
honours, and great Places under Gaxdiſes «Oucen of the Ethiopians. At 
the ſamerime when the Diſciples were perſecuccd, they are ſaid ro be fed 
with joy, and with the Holy Ghoft, AQ. 13.52. And as their affliftions do 
abound, ſo their conſolationabounds alſo, 2 Cor, 1.5, For theic are com- 
forrs, that will ſupporr and refreſh a Child of God in the very midſt of 
the flames; as the Martyrs found : for mauger all their perſecurors could 
do, their peace and joy did exceed their pain : as many of them mani- 
feſted, to all char ſaw them ſuffer. 

S, 6. Nowas the Priefts of Mercury, when they car their fizgs and 
honey ; cryed out, O how ſweet is truth! ſoifthe worſt of a Believers life 
in this world be fo ſweet; how ſweer ſhall his life be in that Heavenly 

eruſalem > and holy Ci'y ? where God himſelf dwelleth. And where we 

all reign with Chriſt our Bridegroom, and be the Lambs wiſe ? which City 
as of pure gold like unto clear glaſſe, the walls of Faſper, having twelve foun- 
dations garniſhed with all manner of pretious ſtones ; the firſt foundation be= 
ing Zaſper, the ſecond Saphir ; the third a Calſedony, the fourth an Emerald, 
the fifth a Sardonix, the ſixth a Sardins, the ſeventh a Chriſolite , the eight 
« Beril, the ninth a Topas, the tenth a Chriſophraſus, the eleventh a Facinih, 
the twelſth an Amathiſt ; having twelve Gates of twelve pearls z the ſlreet 
thereof of pure gold as it were tranſparant glaſſe: In the midſt of which City, 
zs a pure River of the water of life clear as Chriſtal z and of eithey ſide the 
Tree of life;. which bears twelve manner of fruits, yeelding ber fouit every 
moneth ; the leaves whereof ſerve to beal the Nations ; Where is the Throxe 
of God, and of the Lambe ; whom we bis ſervants ſhall for ever ſerve,ond ſee 
bis face, and have his Name written in our forcheads. And there ſhall beno 
»ight, neither is there need of the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it : ſor 
the glory of God doth lighten it and the Lamb is the light thereof. Tnto which 
nothing that defileth ſhall enter ; but thy alone which are written in the 
Lembes Book of life.” As is expreſt, Rewel.21. & 22, Chapters, The boly 
Ghoſt ſpeaking after the manzer ef men, and accord ing to our ſlender ca- 
Paciry : for otherwiſe no words gan in any meaſure expreſle the tranſcen- 
dency of thar place of pleaſure. 

Only here we have araſte, or earneſt penny, one drop of thoſe divine 
gainries, of thoſe ſpiritual, ſupernatural, and divine pleaſures z reſerved 
for the Citizens of that Heavenly Feruſalem ; ſome ſmall ſmack whereof we 
have even in the barren deſert, of this perilous peregrination : God let- 
t;Ng Our 23 it WEre, A certain kind of Mayne, which in ſome ſort refieſh- 
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eth his thirſty people, in this wilderneſſe ; as with moſt ſweer honey, oc 
water diftilled from out the Roch, As what elſe are thoſe Jubilees of the 
heart, thoſe ſecrer, and inward joyes which proceed from a good con» 
ſcience, grounded upon a confident hope of future ſalvation 7 As what 
elſe do theſe grear cluſters of grapes fignific ? but the fertility of the furure 
Land of Promiſe. 

S. 7. Trucit is, none can kzow the ſpiritual joy, and comfort of 4 Chri- 
ftian, bur he that {wes the life of a Chriſtian, Job. 7.17. as none could learn 
the Virgins ſong, but they that fang it, Rev. 14.3. No man can know the 
peace of a good conſcience, bur he that keeps « good conſcience ; 'no man 
knowes the hid manna, and white ſtone, with a new name written init ; but 
they that recerve the ſame, Rev.2,17, 

The world can (ce a Chriſtians ourlide ;;zbut the raptures of his ſoul, the 
raviſhing delights of the inward man, and joy of his ſpirir for the remiſ- 
fion of his fins, and the infuſion ef grace, with ſuch like ſpiritual privi- 
ledges; more glorious then the States of -Kingdomes; arc as a covercd 
meſle ro men of the world, 

Bur TI may appeal to any mans conſcience, that hath been ſofrned with 
the union of grace, and truly rafted the powers of the world to come: To 
him char bath tbe love of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt in 
whoſe ſoul the light of grace ſhines : whether his whole life be not a per- 
perual halelujah ; in compariſon of his narural condition, ' Whether he 
finds not his joy to be /ke the joy of HayweFt ? or as men rejoyce when they 
divide @ ſpoyl, Iſa.9.3. Whether he finds not more joy in goodnefſe,then 
worldlings can do, when their wheat, wine, and oy! aboundeth, Pſal. 4.7. 
& 53-17. Yeahe can ſpeak ir our of experience, that as in prophane 
Joy, evenin laughter the heart is ſorrowful : ſo in godly ſorrow, eyen in 
weeping the heart is light and cheerful. The face may be pale, yerthe 
heart may be calm and quiet, So S. Paul, as ſorrowing, and yet alwates 
rejojcing, 2 Cor.6.10. Our cheeks may run down with teates, and yer 
our mouthes ſing forth praiſes. And ſo on the contrary, 

Where O God there wants thy grace ; 

Mirth is onely in the face. 2 Cor. 5.12: 
Well may a carclefſe worldling laugh more; as what will ſooner make 
a man langh, chen a witty jeſt : bur to hear of an Tyberiterre of an hun-' 
dred pounds a year, thar is fallento a man ; will make him more follid- 
ly merry within. Light is ſown to the righteous, end joy for the wpPigln, 
Pſal.97. 11, My ſervants ſaith God ſhall ſing, ana rejojce : but they ſhall 
weep,ee, Iſa.6g5.14. _ 

S. 8, Indeed we are not merry enough, becauſe we are not Chrifhans 
enough : becauſe (in is a cooler of our joy, as water is of fre, And like 
the worm of Jonah bis Gourd 3 bites the very roor of our *joy'; and makes, 
it wither, Yea fin like a dap, puts out all the lights 'of our pleaſureg 
and _——_— us of the light of Gods countenance, as it did David, Pfal. 5t,, 
Iz, 6. on d 
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So that the fault is cirher, Firſt, in the teo much ſenſuality of a Chri- 
Ntian ; that will not forgee the pleaſures of fin, or the more muddy joyes 
and pleaſures of this world ; which are poyſons to the ſoul , and diown our 
Joyes : as Bees are drowned in honty , but live in wvineger, Mcn weuld 
CE ſpiritual joy, bur withal they would nor part with cheir carnal joy : 

Yer this is an infallible Concluſion, there is no enjoying a worldly Paradiſe 
here, and another hereaftcr, 

S. 9. Orſecondly, the fault is in the 7:87, nor in the meat; in the 
folly of the judgwent, not in the pear! when a grain of corn is preferred 
before ir. To rafſte ſpiritual joyes, a man muſt be ſpiritual : for the Spi- 
Tit reliſheth onely the things of the. Spirit ; and like loveth his like, Be- 
tween a ſpiritual man, and ſpiritual joyes ; there is as mighty an appe- 
rite and enjoying; as berween fleſhly meat,and a carnal tomach. There- 
fore the want of chis taſte and apprehenſion, condemneth the world ro be 
carnal z bur magnifics che joyes ſpiritual, as being above her carnalap- 
prehenſfion. Or 

$. 10. Thirdly, herein lyes the fault ; few fcel theſe joyes in this 
life ; becauſe they will nor crack the (bel, ro get the kernel: they will not 

are the fruit, ro eat the pulpe ; not 1: the ground , to reap the barweft, 

Icy flye the Wars, and thereby loſe the glory of the vifory, They 
will nor dig the craggy Mountain, to.find the mine of gold. Nor prune the 
wine, therefore enjoy not the fruit. They flye mortification, and therefore 
attain not the ſmcet Firitua! conſolation; which ever attends the ſame, 
And [oa much for the Reaſons, The Uſe may be four fold. 

S, 11. Firſt, are the joyes of Heaven ſo unſpeakable and glorious ? 
how then ſhould we admire the love, and bounty of God; and blefſe his 
name, who for the performance of ſo ſmall a work ; hath propoſed ſo great 
arewerd ? And forthe obtaining of ſuch an happy ſtate, hath impoſed 
ſuch an cake tack. 

S. 12, Secondly, who would nor ſerve a ſhort apprentiſhip, in Gods 
ſervice here ? to be made for ever free in g/ory, Yea, who would not be a 
Philpot for a moneth, or a Layers for aday, or a Stephenfor ax hour; that 
he might be in Abrahams boſome for ever ? Yea what pain can we think 
roo much ro ſuffer 2 whar lictle enough to do ? to obtain eternity for this 
zncorruptible Grown of glory in Heaven, 1 Per, 5.4, where we (bat bave all 
teares wiped from our eyes. Where we ſhall ceaſe ro ſorrow, ceaſe ro ſuf- 
fer, ceaſe ro fin, Where God (ſhall urn all che water of our aflictions ; 
into the pure wine of endlcile , and uncypreſſible comfort, - Yea had 
<Dueen Elizabeth bur foreknown, whiles the was in Priſon, what 2 glorious: 

reign the ſhould have had for faurty and four pears afrer it : ſhe would 
| never haye wiſht her ſclf a. Milk-Maid, as ſbe was often heard ro do, Bur 
* ccrtainly nothingaan be roomuch ro endure, for thoſe 'pleaſures which 
ſhall endure for ever, 
| $. 13; You ſhall ſomerimes ſee an hired ſervant, venture his life for 
| his new Maſter ; that will ſcarce pay him his wages atthe years end; and 
| can 
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can we ſuffer reo much for our Lord and. Maſter 3 who gives eyery one 


that ſerverh him nor fields, and wvmnejerds, as Sau! pretended, 1 Sam. 22. 
7, &c. nor Towns and Cities, as. Cicero is pleaſed ro boaſt of Ceſar z bur 
even an bundred fold more then we part withall here in this life ;, and eternal 
Manſions in Heaven hereafter, Joh, 14.2. 

S. Par ſaith, Our light affiiftion which is bat for & moment ;, cauſeth 1s 
a far moſt excellent, and eternal wtight of glovy, 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. where . 
note the incomparable, and infinite difference berween the work, and the 
wages 3 light affliftion, receiving a weight of glory ; and momentary afflifti- 
an, eternal glory, Suitable to rhe reward of the wicked, whoſe empty de- 
lights, live and dye in a moment ; bur their unſufferable puniſhment, is 
interminable and endlefſe. Their pleaſure is ſhort, their pain everlaſting z 
our pain is ſhort, our joy eternal. Bleſſed is the mgn that endureth tempta- 
tion : for when ht is tryed, be ſhall recerve the Croven of life, James 1. 13. a 
Crown withour cares, without rivals, without envy, without end. And 
nothing we ſuffer here, can be compared ; cither ro thoſe woes we have 
deſerved in Hell ; or thoſe jojes we are reſerved to in Heaven, Think we 
then but upon thoſe two plates ; and the remembrance thereof is enough, 
co raiſe up our ſoules from our ſelves; and make us even contemn, and 
= whar ever our Enemies are able to do: as our Forefathers did the 

es. 
And what thowgh thy ſufferings be never ſo ſad > 
The gain with hardneſſe, makes it ſar liſſe bard, 
The danger is great, but ſo is the reward, 

The fight of glory turure, mitigates the ſenſe of miſery preſenr. As 
Facobs ſervice ſeemed the lighter, by having his beloved Rachel alwaycs 
in hiseye. The poor Traveller thinking on his Inne,goes on more cheer- 


fully, Andthe Bondman, by calling to mind his year of Fubilee. So that 


if we droop ar preſent, iris for want of conſidering the future. 
Wherefore eye not the ſfiream thor wadeſt through : 
But the firm land thou tendeſt too. 

Compare the ſeed time with the Harveſt : look up from the Foot to the 
Fruit. Lazarus was for a time extream miſerable z whar then > his ſores . 
and ſorrowes ſoon ceaſed, but his joyes ſhall never ceaſe: his pain did ſoon 
paſſe, his joy ſhall never paſſe away. Again 

$.14-. Thirdly, How is it poſſible ? he ſhould dore upon theſe rranſitory 
things below ; thar bur ſeriouſly thinks upon whar is reſerved for us in 
Heaven? As O the folly and madnefſe of thoſe; thar prefer Earth, yea 
Helt co Heaven, time to eternity, the Body before the Sow; yea the ovt- 
werd eſtate before either ſoul or body. Theſe are the worlds Fooles 5 who 
care not what their end is ; ſo their wey may be pleaſant. Mere Cbil- 
dren, thar prefer an Appie before cheir Inheritance ! Beſotted ſenſualiſts 3 
thar ſee nor how their preſenc pleaſures ſoon vaniſh like ſmoke, Thar 
cenfider not how this /ife of ours; if ir were not fhoyt, yer it is miſerable 3 
and if ir were nor miſerable, yeric is ſhore, Thar ſuffer themſclves to by 
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To bewitcht, with the love of money; and their hearts ro be riveted to the 
earth; to be ſo inflaved to their luſt, ro make gold their god, and com» 
modiry the ſtern of rheir conſciences, For elſe the one would fly from 
preſcar ſinful pleaſures, with as great zeal ; as now they ſeek after them, 
Neithcr would the other like Fudas ſell Chriſt for thirty pence; who is not 
ro be valued with many millions of worlds : did they but ſeriouſly think 
of thoſe treaſure; of wiſdem and rithes, Col.2.3+ that will never fade, choſe 
comforts thar are eycrlaſting. They would nor be ſuch fooles, as to bet- 
zen their eſtates, by making themſelves worſe: nor inmpoveriſh their ſoules, to 
wnrich their bodies, Much lefle would they ſell both ſoul and body, to pur- 
chaſe agreateflate: which when gotren, they have nor power to par-= 
rake of, . For ſuch is their ſottiſhnefle, they never think rthar dear, which 
farids them in no lefſe price then their own ſoules. For in them is thar 
fulfilled ; %ibil caique {t vilins : the vileſt, baſeſt, and cheapeſt thing we 
have, we hold our {clves. 
$. 15. Yet no wonder ; for this is the miſery, that norwichſtanding 
God hath ſer life and death, Heaven and Hell before us ; and given us our 
Choyce : Offering Heaven to all that will confide in, ſerve and obey him : 
threatned Hel,in caſe we forſake himzto ſerve ſin and Satan: tew men have 
faith ro believe cither. Yea being fleſhly,vot baving the Firit : they can be- 
lieve nothing, bur that rhey are led ro by ſenſe. Otherwiſe, did men bur 
really believe either of cheſe:they would nor inſtead of obeying Chrifts Go- 
Fpel,make the 7791/d only their god,and pleaſure or profit alone their Religion, 
Menfear a 7ay!, mote then they fear Hell ; and ſtand more upon their 
filver,or Pdes ſmarting ; then upon their ſoules : and regard more the blaſts 
of mens breath, then the fire of Gods wrath : and tremble more ar the 
thought of a Sergeant, or Baily ; then of Satan, and everlaſting perdition. 
Elſe they would nor be hired, with all the worlds wealth, multiplyed as 
- many rimes as there be ſands on the Sea ſhorez to hazardin the leaft, the 
lofle of thoſe everlaſting joyes before ſpoken of. Or to purchaſe, and 
pow themſelves into thoſe caſelefle, and everlaſting flames of fire and 
imftone m Hell : there to fry body and ſoul, where ſhall be an inumera- 
_ ble company of devils, and damned ffirits to affright and torment them 3 
© bur not one to comfort, or pity them. 
S. 16. But Othe madnefſe of theſe men! that cannot be hired ro 
hold their finger for one minute, in the weak flame of a farthing Card/ezand 


yet for crifles, will plunge themſelves body and ſoul, into thoſe endlefle, 


and infinitely ſcorching flames of Hell fire. 
If a King bur threatens a Malefaforr ro the Dungeon, to the Rack, ro the 
wheel! ; his bones tremble, a terrible palfie runs through all his joyars : 
byr ler God chrearen the unſufferable rortures of burning Topheth; we land 
unmoyed,undaunted. ' And what makes the difference ? the one we be- 
lieve as preſent, the other is as they think uncertain, and leng; before ir 
comes, if eyerit do come. Otherwiſe it could nor be ; ſince the ſou! of 
all ſufferings, are the ſufferings of the ſou! ; Since as painted fire, is to _ 
| | terial 3 
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terial 3 ſuch is material, ro HeH fire, And yer if fire be but rryed in the 
ftreets ; we run and beſtir our ſelves, how to quench it 5 or ar leaft how 
roayoidir, O that men would believe the God of truth ! (that cannot 
tyje) rouching _ and erernal things, bur as they do theſe tempo- 
rary, and tranſitory. O thar thou / who art the ſacred Monarch of this 
mighty frame ! wouldeſt giverhem hearts to believe ar leaſt chus much ; 
That things themſelves arc in the inviſible World, in the World viſible bur 
their ſhadowes onely, And that whatſoever wicked men injoy here; it is 
bur as in @ dream; their plenty is bur like « drop of pleaſure, before a River 
of ſorrow and difpleaſure : And whatſoever the godly fee), bur as a drop 
of miſery, before « River of mercy and glory. That though thou the grear, 
and juſt Fudge of all the world ; comeſt ſlowly to Judgment: yer thou 
wilr come ſurely. As the (lock comes ſlowly, and by minutes to the Brock > 
yer ir ſtrikes ar laſt: Thar thoſe are onely true yiches, which being once 
had, can never beloſt, That Heaven is a. Treaſure worthy our beatts, a pur- 
Chaſe worth our lives: Thar whenall is done, how tobe ſaved, is the brit 
plot, Thar there is not mention of one, in the whole Bible; that ever 
fined without repentance; bur he was puniſhed without mercy; ' For then 
there would not be a Forzicator, or Prophane perſon as Eſau ; who for a pore 
tion of meat, ſold his inheritance, Heb.12.16, Then they wauld not beof 
the number of thoſe; rhat ſo doted upon purchaſes, and Farmes , and 
Oxex; that they made light of going to the Lords Supper, Luke 14.18,19, 20. 
Nor of the Gadarens mind ; who preferred their Hogs before {hrift. Then 
would they know it berter ro want all things ; then char oxe needfil thing : 
whereas now they defire all ether things, and negleR that one thing 
which is ſs zeedſu/, They would hold ir far better, and in good ſaduefſe, 
ro be ſaved with a few, as Noah was in the Ark: then iz good fellowſhip * 
with the multirude, to be drowned in fin, and damned for company, Nor 
would they think irany diſparagement rotheir wiſdomes ; to change their . 
minds, and be of another judgment ro whar they are. © | 
S, 17, Wherefore my Brethren ; ler me beſeech you, not to be ſuch 
Atheiſts, and fooles, as to faft into bell before you will ſcar it : when by 
fearing it, you may avoid it ; and by negleQing ir, you cannot bur fall 
intoir, Whar though ir be uſual with men, to have 10 ſenſe of their ſouls; 
till they muſt leave” their bodies: yer do not you therefore /cap into Hell, to , 
keep them company. Bur be perſmaded to bethink your ſelves zow : rather 
then when it will be :00/ate, when the Drew-Bridge will be taken up; and 
when it will vex every weir of your hearts, that you had no more care of 


your ſoules. 
[ CHAP. XXxIL : | 
S. 1, F*Ourthly and laſtly, theſe things being ſo; how doth ir con- 
cern all, ro ſee rhar they are Believers > Wouldeſt' thou then 
have ir fare ſo with thee > Wouldeſt rhou havethy very poyſons turned 
into cordials ? thy terrours, changed into pleaſures > and thy greateſt 


evils made bencficial unto thee ? Wouldeſt thou be looſed EY 
| chains 
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chains of thy fins, and delivered from the chains of plagues > Wouldeſt 
thou have the ſame Chriſt, with his precious Blood to free thee, that ſhall 
with his Word ſentence others 2 As who would nor, except Satan hath 
- RNrangely bewirchr him 2 If thou wonldeſt, I ſay, then learn of this Pe- 
Giever, imirate him in what hath been declared, and what I ſhall further 
rehearſe touching his knowledge, belief, and life ; for I have onely brake 
the thred of my Diſcourſe, to ler in this uſe in way of a Parentheſis ; and 
now I return. to finiſh or compleat the foregoing CharaRer, for cthereunto 
may be added as followeth. 

S. 2. He cannot hear God blaſphemed or diſhonoured withour being 
moved therear, yea, he is as heartily vexed for any diſhonour done to 
him, as for any diſgrace offered ro himſelf, He hath an holy care and 
endeavour in all places and companies, to walk ſo as he may win glory to 
God, honour his profeſſion, and give'no offence or occalion to the ene- 
mies of God to ſpeak cvil of him; he acknowledgeth all good to come 
from God, and thar all glory is co be given tohim ; and accordingly en- 
deavours to honour and ſerve him with his riches, wiſdom, and what 
ocher gifts or abilities he hath; neither is he dumb in publiſhing his 
praiſe, nor backward to juſtifie him in his Judgments, He will not wor- 
ſhip an Image,or God in the Image 3 he ſeldom ſells things rending to 
Idolarry, or any other fin, or uſes lots in ſporting, He fears God, and 
fears fin, and this diſpellech in him all other falc, fond, and fooliſh fears, 
which others that arc void of the fear of God, ate grieyouſly and perpe- 
twally perplexed withal; as namely, he fears nor that his ſerving of God 
will prove his undoing, he neither fears nor obſerves the flying of Fowles, 
the fgns of Heav:n, the ſigh of a live Snake, the crofling of an Hare,the 
croaking of Raven, the ſcreeching of an Owl, the howling of a Dog, the 
dreaming of Gardens, green Ruſhes, or dead friends; ro eatan Egg in 
Lent, or fleſh on a Friday never racks his conſcience ; whether rhe 
cryes even or odd in amorning, or whether he leaves the crofſe on his 
right or left hand as he goes; whether it be Childermas Day or notwhen 
he rakes a Journey, or undertakes any bufinefſe, or whether the Sale- 
ſeller falls from or towards him, it is all onero him; nor does ſtumbling 
ara threſhold preſage'any evil co him ar all ; ke never croffes his breaſt, 
nor ſprinckles his face when heis to go abroad, nor nailes Horſe-ſhooes 
at his door, and yer ſpecds never the worſe ; neither od Wives, nor 
Stars are his Counſellors ; a Night-ſpel is noneof his guide,nor Charms 
his Phyſitzan; Evra Pater is no part of his Creed ; neither weares he Am- 
mulers, or ParaceIfian CharaQters abour his neck, you ſhall never hear 
him talk of luckey handſel, and Fortune to him is an afſe ; Buggs never 
fright him, nor Fairies pinch him, neither will he put confidence! in any 
ſuch ſuperſticious and devilliſh fopperics, as the ignorant and ſuperſti- 


tious do; no, he will nor be beholding to the King of Hell for a ſhooes 


rye. 
S. 3. He ſceks the good, and to preſerve the peace of the place he lives 
in, 


row ' 


_—_— 
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in, and can comfort himſelf with thisy that in his very Calling and pub- 
lick imployments, his aym and indeavour is not more art profit or credir 
then ar the glory of God, and good of others z he hath an humble and 
publick ſpiric ; delights 'in doing good offices, and is aQive to pleaſure 
others, and can make him ſelf a fervant co all thar ſtand in necd of 


im. 
CHAP. XXIITL, 
$.1, Ne: is he partial in his obedicace, bur univerſal , making con- 
ſcience of every duty, and all that God commands z the firſt 
Table as well as the ſccond, and the ſecond as well as the firſt 5 framing 
his will co Gods Will in every thing , even labouring to be perfe, and 
holy, as his Father in Heaven is ; and to imitate Chriſt, be conformed 
ro his likenefle, and to be holy as he was in all parts of his converſa- 
tion ; and that ar all ciwes and in all companies ; as conſcientious alone 
and in private, where God only ſecs bim, as if his greateſt enemy, or all 
the world did bchiold him ; he hath a ſpiric withour guile, and is more 
deſirous to be good then ſo accounted, and more ſetks the power of god- 
linefle then the ſhew of it; and therefore keeps a narrower watch over his 
very thoughts then any otber can do over his aQions, and is accordingly 
gErieved for them. He makes conſcience of the ſrmalleſt-things required 
or forbidden in che Word; and is as careful te ſhun the very occaſions of 
fin, or leaſtappearances, or firſt motiens of fin as aQual (in ir ſelf; nor 
daring to gratifie-Saran in committing the leaſt fin, or negleR God in 
owirting the ſmalleſt precepr. | 
S. 2, He does not ſerve God by the preeeprs of men, not fear his dil- 
pleaſure for breaking their traditions z neither does he think himſelf ſan- 
Rified by outward performances, as do our Formaliſts and Proteſtants ar 
large, who ſtand more upon circumſtance then ſubſtance, and upon our» 
ward priviledges then inward graces, bur he ſeryes God in ſpirir, accor- 
ding. ro Chrifts Goſpel, for he lives and believes,and hears, and invocates, 
and hopes, and fears, and loves, and worſhips God in ſuch manner as his 
Word preſcribes, without addition or demjnution ; neither doth he fol- 
low the examples of the greateſt number, or the greateſt men, or the 
greateſt Schollers, becauſe Chriſt bath plainly rold him, Thar-few of 
either fort (compared with the mulcicude) ſhall be ſaved ; of which ſmall 
number he rives ro be. x 
$. 3. All which he performs with chearfulneſſe, being ever willing 
and rxcady rodo good; and in fiacerity and ſimplicity, with a fingle 
rt, wichour by-ends, as loving righteouſneſſe and mercy, and doing 
good duties mercly our of love ro God and goodnefſe, and becauſe God 
commands them that he may be glorified, and others edified thereby z yea 
he would do whar he is able our of Jove ro Chrift; though himſelf ſhould 
never have credit nor benefic by it here, nor hereafter ; earneſtly deſiring 
grace that-he might more honour hin, and grieving that he can per- ' 


lorm no beter {eryice to ſo good & Maſter,, He will nor (as roo —_ 
' mo 
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-moſt ſordidly do) take liberty ro fin, becauſe God is merciful , and for- 


beares to execute judgment ſpeedily; or defer his repentance , becauſe © 


the Theef upon the Crofle was heard at the laſt hoar : but he will even 
therefore the more fear him becauſe he is merciful ; and therefore be ho- 
ly, becauſe ke is not under the Law, but under grace. 

S., 4. Andlaſtly, _ thus done, and performed his urmoſt, nor to 
merit by ir, bur to exprefle his thankfulneſſe ro him that bath done, per- 
Formed, and ſuffered ſo much tor him z he confefſerh himſel! an unpro- 
firable ſervant, and that in all he comes far ſherr of performing his du- 
ty;. yea, kheacknowledgeth, that ir were juſt for God ercrnally ro con- 
demn him, Well may he be comforted by the graces which God hath 
given him, as an:carneſt penny of thoſe erernal Manſions in Heaven ; 
bur he will not be exalted by them becauſe they are not his graces, bur 
the Graces of God in him, and wrought by his Spirit : yea, he ſo abhors 
to attribute or aſcribe-ought to doing, thar he counts his very righteouſ- 
- nefſe no berter then filthy rags, aſcribing-every good thought, word,and 
aion which proceeds from him to Free Grace, for hc looks back to the 
rock our of which he was hewcn, and is nor onely humbled thereby, bur 
forced with an holy admiration ro wonder at the marycllous and extraor- 
dinary change which God hath wrought in him,and alſo inftruced co truſt 
onely to Chriſts obedience, in whom onely our good works are accepted, 
and for whom alone they are rewarded. To ſhut up all, he endeavours 
ſo ro live asif there were no Goſpel , and ſo ro dye as if there were no 


Law. 
CHAP. XXIV. 

$, 1, ne. it remains that you look your ſelves in this G/aſſe, and 

cry your ſelves by rhis touchſtone , for though others may 
give a ſhrewd ghelſe, yer the Mother knowes beſt whether the Child be 
like che Father or nog and the ſigns of Salvation are co be ſought in our 
ſelves, as the cauſe in Zeſus Chriſt; our Juſtification is ro be proved by 
the fruits of our SanRificarion, and though faith alone juſtificrh, yer ju- 
Rifying faich is never alone, but ever accompanied with ſpirirual graces, 
the beaurics of the ſoul, and good works the beauty of graces 3 yea,they 
are as inſeparable as the root and the ſap, the Sun and its light; and as 
Fre may be diſcerned by hear, 2nd life by motion, ſo a mans faith may be 
diſcerned by the fruits of ic, Norcan any one be deceived except he 
deſires ro deceive himſelf, for every particular man is eirher che Child of 
God, or the Child of the Devil, as Chryſoftome hath ir, for there is not 8 
mean berwixt thee) ; and there be more differences berween the Children 
of God, and the Children of che Devil, then there are between Mcn and 
Beaſts, whereof I have named not a few; for whatſoever you may find 


the one (herein ſer forth): ro ſpeak, think, or do, the other does the con» 


trary ; and to haye the true Character of an unbelieyer you need but 
readthis ChraRer of a true Believer backward, underſtand all by the rule 
of contraries and be ſatisfied; I ſpeak this ro Naturians onely, for the 
bo IEZenerate 


_ 
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nno_ man knowes the one to be fo by what he is, and the other by 


| wharhe hath been; neither is rhere one of all theſe fignes or characters 
| buteachexperienced Chriſtian finds it in ſome degree written in his hear, 


as his conſcience can bear me witneſſe. And would you know whergher 
you belong ro Chriſt ? This will inform you, you will ( by help from 
above) endeavour to bring into captivity every thought and thing fo the 
obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor,16.5. 1Joh,2.4, but ſo have nor you in the leaſt 
ſo long as you love nor, or any way oppole the people of God; for the 
very firſt part of converſion is, to love them that love God, x Foh.z.10. 
yea in reaſon, it the Image of God! by faich were repaired in thee, thou 
couldeft nor bur be delighred with thoſe that are like thy ſelf, And whar 
faich S. Fobu, He that prerends intereſt in God, or Chriſt, and keeperh 
not his Commandements, is a lyar, and the truth is noc in him, 1 7ob, 2. 
4. and in the third Chaprer and eighth Verſe he affirms plainly, Thac 
all wilful Sinners are the Devils ſervants, And indeed, ler men flatter 
themſclves, or pretend what they will, ir cannor be denyed bur the fruit: 
rells beſt the name of the Tree 3 rhe converſation aboye all ſhewes who 
carries the bridle of che will, whether God or Satan : and did not men 
purpoſely ſhut their eyes, and ſtop their ears , and harden their own 
hearts, leaſt chey ſhould ſee, and hear, and ſo be converted, as aur S4- 
viouy himſclf ſpeaks, Matth, 13.15, they could nor but know that the 
whole Bible beats upon this : Iris Saint Pauls everlaſting rule, Rom, 6. 
16, Te are bis ſervants to whom ye obey. And Saint Peters infallible Do- 
rine, 2 Pet.2.19, Of whom « man is overcome, unto bins he is in bondage. 
And Saint Zobzs, In this are the Children of God huown, and the Children of 
the Devil ; whoſogver doth not righteonſneſſe is not of God, but of the Devil, 
1 70h.3.8,tc, And after this m#nncr does our Sawiorr reaſon with the 
Fewes, Joh.3.33, ro48. Seerthen whoſe Commands ye do, Gods, or Sa- 
rans ; if Satans, then ſaith Sainr Fohn, Lerno man dgceive you throu 
vain words, for he onely thar doth righteouſneſſe is righteous, and he 
thar doth unrighreouſneſle is of the devil, 1 oh.3.7,8, wherefore if thou 
2rt a common Drunkard, or a continual Swearer, ar an uſual companion 
of Harlots, or an accuſtomary Deceiver, or a frequent flanderer of thy . 
Neighbour, or an open and common Sabbath-breaker , or canſt thou 
boaſt of thy ſin and miſchicf,or defend ic? It thou makeſt no conſcience of 
Praying in thy Family; if chou calleſt evil good, and goodevil ; if rhou 
hareſt thy Brother for doing, thar which is good, as Cain did Abel ; if - 
I/mael-like thou mockeſt, or Cham-like thou ſcoffeſt ar rhe religious, or 
uſeſt bitrer jeſts againſt them, rhough ir be under the notion of Round- 
heads, Puritanes, SeRaries, Black-coats, or the like ; if thou raiſeſt fan. 
ders of them, or furthereſt them beioyg raiſed ; ifthou doſt rejoyce ar the 
ſecrer infirmities of. the godly, or open ſcandals of Hypocrites 3 if thou 
doſt carp and fret againſt the Word, refuſing to heart ir, or withſtandeft 
the preaching of ir; if being a Miniſter thou diſgraceſt or revileſt che 
godly in thy preaching, ſo making ſad the hearts of the "o—_ fr 
juſtific 


, 
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;uſtibelt thewicked, fo ftrengrhening them in their evil courſes by preas 


ching unto them peace : if thou haſt a baſe efſtecm of Gods people and 
their wayes, and thinkeſt che worſe of a:man for ſcrupling fmall matrers; 
if thou wakeſt Religion a cloak for villaay, it thou doft borrow, or run 


in debt wichour care co pay again z if thoudelighteſt in cruelty, if thow | 


uakeſt no care to provide for thine own Family ; if thou hadſt rather che 
wicked ſhould bear rulc then the godly : if thou art ati enemy ro refor- 
mation, if thou hadfſt rather diſobey God then diſpleaſe great ones : if 
thoudefireſt peace withour any reſpeR to truth ; if thou doſt allow thy 
ſelf in the praQice of any known grofſe'fin, if thou rakeſt liberry ro fin 
becauſe God is merciful, and forbears ro execute judgment ſpeedily ; if 
thou doſt not believe all things to be ordered by Gods providence, and in 
particular acknowledge him in all chou either receiveſt or ſuffereſt ; if 
thou murmureſt when thou wanreſt any thing, without ever thinking of 
the aiany things rhou haſt beyond thy deſerr; if thou canſt heat God 
blaſphemed and diſhonoured, withour being moved thereat ; if the ſcan- 
dalous lives of Profeflors, or the multicude of Herefies thar are daily 
broached make thee think, and ſpeak evil of the way of truth 3 if thou 
did never ſec thy ſelf our of meaſure finful, as being many waycs guilty 
of the breach of every of the Commangements in particular, and fo in a 
Joſt condirion, utterly deſpairing of all help in thy ſclf, acknowledging 
that thou haſt deſerved all the plagues of this life, and of thar which is ro 
come; if thou arr not as well troubled for original guilr, for fins of amiſ- 
fion, for the evil which cleaves ro thy beſt works, and for thy very 
thoughts, as for thy a&ual and manifeſt evitdeeds; if. thou haſt made 
vowes, and promiſed amendmenc when the rod was cn thy back, but 
never cared co perform the ſame whem thou werrt releaſed ; .if thou arc 
not -induſtrious after che means of grace ;.ifthou loyeſt not to hear Chriſt, 
voyce; if thou findeft nor the Word more quick, and powerfull, and 
ſwecer, and efficacious then any other writings ; if ir; and the Spirit go- 
ing along with it hath nor brought thee our of darknefſe into maryellous 
light, in compariſon of thy former darkneflc ; if chou art ignorant of the 
principles of Religion in the midſt of fo muck light and means, and canſt 
not yeeld a reaſon of the hope that is in thee ; if thou dofſt not find a ma- 
nifeft change in thy judgment, affefions, and aRions from what they 
were by nature; if the ald man hath nor changed with. the new man ; 
worldly wiſdome with heavenly wiſdom, carnal love for ſpiritual love 
ſervile fear for Chriſtian and f6lial fear, idle thoughts for holy choughes, 
vain words for holy and wholſome words, fleſhly works for works of righ- 
reouſnefle, 8c. as if thou wert caſt into 8 new mould, even hating what 
thou formerly lovedſt, and loving whar thou formerly haredſt ; if chou 
art not aſhamed of thy former converſation ; if thou haſt nor been often 
and grievoufly afſaulred with fears and doubrings, and often in combate 
berween the fleſh and the Spiric , the Spirit getting the berrer ; if thou 


doſt not more fear rhe want of grace then confide in what thou haſt L if 
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thou art not jealous leſt thy heart ſhould deceive thee; yea, if thou arc 
nor hated of the world, and evil ſpoken of for well doing , thou art the 
Devils ſcrvanc, and notas yer one of that ſmall number whom Chriſt 
hack choſen our of che world to believe in his name for theſe, or any 
one of cheſe ſigns ſufficiently brand thee for a wicked man. | 
CHAP. XXV. 
$.1, BY leaft any weak Chriſtian ſhould think himſelf unſound, and 
| lo none of Chriffs , becauſe he falls ſhorr of rhis deſcription of 
a true i3clicver, aod finds wanting in himſelf, perhaps many- of che for- 
mer figns or evidences herein ſer torth 3 or ſhould be diſcouraged by.rea- 
ſon of his many and great failings, rogether with the weakneſſe of his 
faith and love, as for the moſt part che crue (hriſtian is as ſearful roencer- 
rain a good opinion of himſclf, as the falſc is unwilling to be driven from 
it 3 lerſuch an one take ſpecial. notice in the firſt placc, thar there are 
three ſorts of true and ſound Chriſtians, as the Apoſtle Saint Fobx makes 
the diſtin&Rion, 1 Fob.2.12,13. the kicſt ſort are babes in Chriſt, viz. ſuch 
as are new born, or bur weakly qualified with the graces of Gods Spirite 
A ſecond are ſtrong men, as having the gifts of the Spiric lively, and in 
power: Thethird arc Fathers, ſuch as have had long expericnce in the 
powerful practice of Chriſtianicy, and been . long exerciſcd in all kinds 
of well doing. This done : 

S.'2, Secondly, let him know, That as God requires no other obe- 
dience in the beſt then Evangelical, ſo he looks net for the ſame mca- 
ſure and degree of grace from Babes, and ſtrong men, ot from ſtrong men 
and Fathers, tor God accepteth of every man according to the grace he 
hath received, be it more or lefle, 2 Cor.8.12, as is manifeſt by: that Pa= 
rable of the Talents, Matth. 25.20. to 24. yea, whar Father or Maſter 
will not from his young and newly weaned Child, or fick and weak fer- 
vant, accept of the will fo: the deed ? and (hal not God much more,who 
is both the Father of mercies, and the Authour of mercy and compaſſion 
in ochers > Yes undoubredly ; as let it be granted, that rhy knowledge 
is till ſmall, thy faith weak, thy charicy cold, thy heart dull and hard, 
thy good works few and imperfeR, and all thy zcalous reſolutions eafily 
hindered and quite overthrown- with every ſmall rempration, yer God 
that workerh in us both the will and the work wil} accepr the will for the 
work; andthar which is wanting in us, Chriſt will ſupply with his own 
righteouſneſſe ; he reſpeterh not what we can do ſo much as what we . 
would do, and that which we would perform and cannor, he eſtecmerh ic 
as though ir were performed z thus he rakerh an heart deſirous to repent 
and believe for a penirenc and believing hearr, whereas take away the 
will and all a&s in Gods fight are equal, Well mighr I doubt'of my fal- 
vation, ſayes Bradford, feeling the weaknefle of my faith, love, hope,&c. if 
theſe were the cauſes of my lalyation, but there is no other cauſe of ir, or 
of Gods mercy, bur his mercy, Again, | 

S. 3. Thirdly, you are to obſerve thar as Nature ſo Grace riſes by = 
n 
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ny degrees to perfeion, we grow in grace and ſaving knowledge, as i 
child docs in ftature and underſtanding, untill we artain to glory, which 
is grace perfeRed ; yea, grace in its growth is bur like the change of a 
mans hair from black co grey, or the growth of a Tree, which is not ac- 
compliſht in a moncth, ora year, bur in many yearcs we nor perceiving 
how. 
$. 4.  Fourthly, conſider alfo that the beſt have their failings, as had 
Abraham, Jacob, David,Peter, &c. you have heard of the patience of Fob, 
fairh Sainc: Fames, and haye we not heard alſo of his firs of impatiency > 
Yes, but ic pleaſed God mercifully to oyer-look thar ; and fo of 4ſah, who 
had divers, and thoſe no fmall faults, yer with one breath dorh God re- 
porr both theſe ; the high places were not removed, and ineverthelefſe 
Aſabs heart was perfe& 3 ſoour failings be not wilful, though they be 
many and grear, yer they cannot hinder our intereſt in the promiſes of 
God; an honeſt and fincere heart bears out many errours in the eye of 
mercy; God will not ſee weaknefſes where he ſees truth ; yea, if we bare 
our corruptions, and ftrive againſt chem, they ſhall not be counted ours : 
It is-0t 1, faith Paul, but the (in that dwelleih in me, Rom.7.20. Andin- 
deed were it not ſo, what would become of us ? for the work of grace 
though it doth not ſuffer Chriſtians to live as they liſt, yer ic doth nor 
inable them to liye as they would ; it is not ſobroad as to allow of cor- 
ruption, nor ſo narrow bur it will permit of corruption. - 

S. 5. Bur fifchly, leaſt the former conſiderations ſhould not ſerye, an- 
ſmer me ingeniouſly rotheſe queſtions : 

Doft thou not find that the Word and Spirit hath wrought an apparanc 
change in thy judgment, affeRions, and ations to whart they were for- 
merly > Is nor Chriſt thy greateſt joy, fin thy greateſt ſorrow, and grace 
the prime objeR of thy deſires ? Arrtthou not careful in the uſe of the 
meang, ro atain faith in the promiſe of Gods mercy made in Chrig? Doſt 

; thou nor love God, and the people of God; yea, art thou nor prone ro 
ſpeak in their defence when thou heareſt them reviled, and contemned 
by wicked and ungodly men > Doft thou nor rejoyce when the righreous 
arc exalced, and grieve when the wicked bear rule > Doſt thou nor de+ 
fire and pray for the ſalyarion of others > Is ir not grievous ta thee to 


hear God blaſphemed, and diſhonoured ? Doft thou not make conſcience. 


of ſanRifying his Sabb&hs > Art thou not as conſcientious alone, and in 
private where God onely ſces thee, as if thy greareſt enemy , or all the 
world did behold thee > Doſt thou not make conſcience of evil thoughts 


grieve forthy unprofirablenefſe under rhe means of grace, for the evill - 


which cleaves to thy beſt aRions, and for fins of omiſſion 2 When thow 
doſt any thing amifſe doſt rhou nor accuſe rhy ſelf it any rhing well,doſt 
rhou nor give all the praiſero God > Whatever thou enjoyeſt on this 
fide Hell, doſt thou nor think thy ſelf unworthy ofic > Doſt rhou not 
more fear the want of grace then confide in what thou haſt > Arr thow 
not evil ſpoken of for well doing ? Doſt thou not loye zral and devo- 
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F _tion.ioothers ?  Thaunrinorof areprobare judgement,rouching thi 
{  aRQions, andperfons, accounting good evill, and eyill good, wy NY" 
- think che worſe of.a man for haying of a tender conſcience 3 Thou att ner 
| ſooffcended when offences come as ro think the worſe of the wiyef rruch, 
yea, when ftxange things happen doſt thou not make a wholeſome conftru- 
Rion.thereaf ?,, It ſo, my. ſaylforrhine thou arr a true Believer, and nor 
- an hypocrize,whateyer shy failings be z yea, if thou ſhauldeſtfinge bur a 
few of theſe ſignes in thyſelf, thou needeſt notwuch fear thineefface, for 
. a few Grapes will hey tharthe plant is2 Vinczand not a Thorne ; yea, 
wheie there is any one grace in truth, there is every one in their mcaſure 2 
it thou arr ſurcthou baſt loye, Lam fure chou haſt faith ; for they a £ as 
_inſcparable as. fice and hear, life. and motion ; andio of other graces, 

6, $S. Bur Gxihly, for 1 will go yerfurther withrhee 3 __ nothing 
char I have lutherro ſaidwill Tatisfie chee, and tharthov. wilt.oor acknows 
ledge any of nheſegraces to be jn ghee, yer ill cby cale may be good ec» 
nough: for n Foory ch intimecs of fpiricualldiftemper.and deſertion, is as 
one in a {wound, in which caſe the ſoul doth not exerciſe her funRions,he 
Neither hears, nar ſces,nor feels, yer ſhe is ſil in che body; Chrift is a8the 
Sx#.ro ourfouls, and'weatc like Elementary bogies; which lighten and 
Barken, cool and;warm,dic and revive; 23 the Sun preſents or abſents.ic 

FR from them, Whenccic comes30 ppfic that we, haveſo muchcrying out 
horrour of,copfcience, I amgamned, I am damoaed, yea, ic is-a wonder 
..to ſec how many:wruly humbled ſinners, who haverſo tender conſeiences, 
tharrheydare got yield ro the leafte vill for the worlds goods, and refuleno 
means of bcing.mad< berter ;xurry every probation into reprobation, eyery 
dejeRion intoxejeRion, andif they be caſt dawn they cry our, they are 

aſt away; burin ſuch diftcmpers man is nor a\comperenr Jusge.in his 

. oyncaſe,as.in humanc Laws there is a nullity beld of:words and ations 
extorted, and wrong from men by fear-z becauſe in ſuch. caſes a man.is 
held not to have power, or command in ſome ſort of himſelfe. A rroubled 
Toul is like troubled warer, wexandiſcernnothing cleerly in it ; wherefore 
in ſuch caſes a man muſt call ro remembrance the times paſt, and how ir | 

| hath becnnich him-formerly, ns Pavia did, Pſatn7 2gto 12. and Ekowi ſe 
| fob, chap.31. ' Thus wuſt thou gs, and-then-K ever chow hadſt wruc 
aith wrought inchy heast [is can never beclean extinguiſhed ; and ſoof. 
love and godly.ſorxow, for thegittz.and calling of God are withour repen- 
_Lance,as it is, Row. 3 I-29,I-the Lord change nofMebg,5\ed the weakeſt 
faichyif rruechough ir-be ner:the like trong, yericische like preciou fairh 
| to that of Abrabews, wherebytolayhold and pur onthe perfe& righte« 
- _aſnefſe of Hirjſt 3 yeaythexrurh of grace, be the meaſure never ſo.lmiall, 
70 alnaycs bleſtwith perfevcranco 31 and if race bur conquer usfirſt; we 
- :Hy x ſhall conquer all!things elſe, whether it be corraptions wichin us, or 
- tewptations wichour us 4 yea, ro ſpeak rights thou arr the betrer 26 be 
. ought of aud the lefle ro be-feared for _w_ y fear, for nowanſo iruly 
eo 


af» fhrilliaen. 


$0. The : 
that L 
\ 10k as a bleeding wound is berter then char which bleeds nor, ſa 
thy very complaint of fin ſpringing from a diſpleaſure againft ic ſhewes, 
that there is ſomerhing in thee oppolite ro fin, viz. chat thowarr penirenc 
in affcRion, though not in aRion ; eyenas a Childe israrionall in power, 
chough nor ina&; neither was the Cemttamion cver fo worthy as when 
he thoughthimſclfe moſt unworrhy ; for all our worthineſſe is in a capable 
"miſery. "2 : | 
i 7, $ Bur here by the way obſerye one caution, as the Plejſter muſt nor 
26a be leflerhen the ſore, ſo the text muſt rior be bigger then the wound. 
Though the grieyouſneſſe of our fins ſhould increaſe eur repenrance, yer 
they ſhould nor diminiſh our fairh, and affurance of pardon and forgiye« 
nefle. Becauſe the Law is not more 2'Glaſſe ro ſhew us our fins, thenrhe 
Goſpel is a Fountain to waſh chem away ; wherefore caſt nor both chine 
eyes upon thy (in, burreſerve oneto beheld the remedy ; look upon the 
* Law to keep thee from preſumption and upon the Goſpel ro keep thee from 
deſp:iy ; this is borhra ſweer and aneven courſe. Bur as an empry Yeſſel 
cloſe lured, though you'rhrow it inro the midfi of the Sea,will receive no 
water, ſoallplcas are in vain ro chem-that are deafned with their own 
feares ; for as Mary would not be comforted wich the fight and ſpeech of 
Angels, no nor with the fighr and ſpecch of Jeſmhimſclte, rill he made her 
| know that it was Jeſus ; ſo untillithe'Spirie of God ſprinkleth the 
| - conſcicnce with rhe blood of Chriſt, and ſheds his love into the hearr 3 No» 


thar ſer ic on ; wherefore the God of give you the peace of God, 
' whichpaſleth all underſtanding, ye, O Lord, ſpeak thou muſich ro the 
wounded conſcience, thyndey to the ſeared ; that thy Juſtice may reclaim 


peace and falyatiogin Zeſiu Chriſt. 


CHAP. 26, 


is intended and belongs to weak Chriſtians, troubled conſciences, and 
thoſe that would fain do berrer; bur ler na unbeliever, impenicent, or 
— prophane perſon meddle with ir, for all ſuch are ro know ther their very 
beſt ſervices, as praying, and ws receiving; and giving of Almes, 
8&c. (becauſe rhey are nor done ini faith, and obedience ro the Word, and 
that God may be glorified thereby) are no berrer in Gods (account thenif 
, they had ſlain a Man, or cur off a' Dogs week, or offered Swines blood, ot 
blefſed an 1dol, as himſelf affirmes, Iſa-66:3. Nor will God accept of any 
2Qon, unleſſe ir lowes from a pious and good heart, ſanRibed' by the 
Holy Ghoſt ; yea, civill honeſty ſevered from true piety, humility, ſaving 
knowledge, fncerc loye ro God, true obedience to his Word, METS 


Canes ro offcnd . axdaod rhat fear which keeps asfrom | 


a... Me _ 


{© x, $. Thecomfortof what hath been ſaid intheſe ſeven laft SeRions | 


"thing willdo, no Creature cantake off wrath from the conſcience, bur he | 


the one, rhy mercyrelieve:che orher, and thy fayour comfort us all with 


— 


nun wu = =o www. 


them be never ſo ckerly convinc'd from the Word 
gerous condition, altrhoughts thereof preſently paſſe away like rhe ſound 


The whole Dnty of a Chriſtian: - it 
faith; a zcal of Gods glory, anda defire ro edific and win others, God will 
neither accepr nor reward, bur account of their morall yertues as of ſhi- 
ning or gliſtering fins; becauſerhey ſpring from pride, ignorance infide« 
liry, ſelf-love, and orher ſuch carnall reſpeQs, as many examples prove 
namely, Ceins ſacrificing, 1 7obn 3.12. the 7ews faſting, 1fa. 8. theſe 
reprobares preaching in-Chrifts name, and caſting ont Devils, Matth,7,22, 
23-andthe like, whoſe outward works werc the ſame which the godly 

;z and what ſaith Auſtine moſt excellently, There is no true yer- 

ee where there is notrue Religion z and thar. conſcience which is nor di- 
refed by the Word,eyen when it does beſtdoes ill, becauſe ir doth irnot in © 
faith, obedience, andlove. 

2. $. Secondly, let them know, thar being out of Chriſt, chey are bound 
ro keep the whole Law, Gal.5.2,3. or ſtand liable co ſuffer the penalty 
thereof for nor keeping it ; for chough this be rhe condition of the New 
Covenanc, Believe and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; yet all that they haye co truſt 
unto is, Do this and live; Rom10.5-, and curſed is every one that continu« 
ethnorin all things which are writren inthe Book of the Law todo them, 
Gal.3.10. And 1 wiſh that they would ſeriouſly think of ir, and. whar 
— havc of Chriſt, whom they rather perſecure then obey his Goſpel 
in loye« 

3+ $: Indeed let them ger arruelively and. juſtifying Faich; Pur ye off, 
concerning the former converſation, the - old max, which is corrupted 
through the deceivable lufts, and be renued inthe ſpirit of your minges ; 


| and - on the wew man, which afrer God is Created in righreouſnefle and 
mrue hol 


inefle, Epheſ.4.22,23,24. and then Chriſt, and all his benefits and 
promiſes wilbelong unroyou, bur nor before.z un the mean time youare in 
your blood, Zzeþ.16.6. and have wo anſwer noronely for your originall 


| guilt, burforeyery thoughr, word, andaRion of yours from your infancy, 


Matth.9.12,13, Luke 1.5 3. Gal.y.1, to 7, enough toſtarde you, if yoube 
not ſtark dead. 


CHar, 27. 


t. $. Burperhaps thy heart and conſcience is not onely Sermon, but 
Thunder-proof, and chen nothing will do good _ (the caſe of all 


Incorrigible ones) yea moſt men now adayes are judgementproaf; and ler 
rthey arc ina dan- 


of a Bell char is rung ; or if nor, Sarancanfurnifh them with anevaſion, 
bethecaſe whar it will + among many of his dejufions I will. mention 


oof the principall, and which I hold to be che Rrongeſt bars wo keep 

.nen our of Heaven rhatean be named. 

- The firftis this; Never: regard (will aa barks ou foul) what a few 

7p tnelancholyP reciflons ſay , —_— one doth 
» 


and ſo ; or every ons 
rs 
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4  Thewbile Duefarhiſin " 


is of this or thar judgement 3 yea, donot ſuch and ſuch thelike, who are 
wiſer, and greater, and better men then your ſclfe > They are of anorher 
minde, neither dorhry rrouble themſelves ſo much abour Religion,& yer 
they lok to ſpecd as welt as thepreciſeſt 3 yea; will he ſay, Do ye nor ſee 
many Aintſters & great Profeſſors of Religion;who precend iris good being 
religiots and holy, and prefſe orhers to ir, thar .do onely pretend ir, for 
they liveas looſely, and deal as finjuſitly as any ocher men; and chey.are 


nor ighorant of whar they do, afid this you may be ſure of, tharif they did 


ſpeak as they rhink rhey ould do a3 chey ſpeak; therefore whar ſhould 
ye be {> fingular, will ye be wiſer then all your friends or neighbours ; yea, 
then nin:ty and nine parts of rhe Kingdome ? Whar a mad conceir were 
this ? chen yeeldsrhe ſoul, and counts it a pleaſure roo that he is ſe- 
duced, and by rhis kinde of Scophiſttry Saran prevailes wich millions ;_ yea, 
I haycevernoted that this orie arrlefle perſwafion of ochers do ſo, om 
tare with the world then all the places of reaſon; bur this pleaor argumenc 
is 1-t mote common and raking 'rhen ic is ſoctiſhand dangerous, if ir be 
well 16okt Thto for b{(ides char ir is Gods exprefe charge, Thaw ſbalt not 
follote a hulltitilde to do evil, Exorl.23.2, and Sainr Pauls everlaſting rule, 
Faſhion not your ſelves like witte this world, Rom.12.2. Our Sayiour Chriſt 
heth plainly rold us, That thegreateſi number g0 the broad way to defirutti- 
04, and but a few the nerrow way which leadetb unto life, Matth.7.13,14. 
And Saint Fobn, That the ##mbrer of thoſe whom Satan ſhall deceive, is as 
the ſands of the ſea, R:vel.20.,8,'amd 13.16. Iſa.10-22. Rom.9,27. yea, thar 
the whole world lieth in wicked#eſſe, 1 Johny5.19. whereas thoſe whom 
Chriſt hath choſen our of ir, anl that believethe Goſpel, are bur a little flock 
and few im number, Luke 12 32. Revel.3.4. 1ſa.53-1 Rom.1o.16, '»Cor. 
4-4. which teſtimonies have proved rue in all former Ages ; there could 
nor be tonnd eight righreons perfons in the ofd wortd,, for one was an ilmpi- 
ous Cham, all Sodome xfforded not ten ; E liab could ſay, 1-onely remain 'a 
Prophet of the Lord, but Baals Prophets are four hundred and fifty, 1 Kings 
18.22, And Mich complains of rhe multitude of the wicked in his time, 


and ſmall number of the fairkfull, 'Mich4.7.2. Bebold, ſairh Ifaiab, I and | 


the Children whom the Lord bath given me, are for ſignes and wonders iu Iſ- 
ral, I[a.8.1 8. fo fewandrate tharthey weregazed upon as monſters. And 
ied ai b - ay pion, Thows b the number of the children of tfrael be 
as tht f the ſee, yet bit 'a vemmant ſhall be ſaved, Ifato.22. Romy 27. 
ear trbeen otherwiſe fince warreng hol City wete our 
ro ſend Chyrift packing, not'a Gadren was Foluttd-that either deborted his 
fellow, or oppoſed rhe moridh,' Matth.8:54.” When Pate asketl, Whar 
ſhallb: done with Pefip 7 all with one canſertcried our," Let bims be cyuci- 
fed, Matth27.22. there was a gencrall fhoar'for Didne-for rwo houresto- 
g-rher, Great # Diane of the Epheſanr: not one man rook Pazly parc;Af, 
19.34..y£2, the Jewer told Pial 'char his Seb? was eviry whert ſpokrd 4- 
geinſt ;ARs 28.22. yea, of, both rial indgrent, ricb-andpoor[ free autberd 

| receive 
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The whole Duty of a Chriſtiqn. 53 


receive the mark of the Beaſt in their fore-beads, Rey.i3.16. ſo that num- 
ber is but anill figne of a goed cauſe; orratherir is the beſt nore of the 
worſt way. 

2. $, Secondly, nor will any wiſe man think his ations ever the more 


' warrantable for char he does as the greateſt, richeſt, and noblefſt of the 


Land do; for Not noble are called : but (as Pay ſpeaks) God bath 
choſen the baſe things of the world, and things that are deſpiſed,to confound 
the mighty, Cor,1.26,27. Aud bath choſes the pear of this world to be rich 
in faith, James 2.5. yea, be fileth the hungry with good things, whereas be 
ſendeth away the rich empty, Luke 1.52,53. Neither is this the manner of 
his donation onely, bur of his acceprationalſo, for Ged cſteems more of 
vertue clad in rags, then of vice in yelvir; he reſpc&s aman not for his 
grearnefſe, bur for his goodnefſe ; nor for his birth, bur for his New Birth; 
not for his honour, bur for hi; holinefſeg nor for his wealth, bu: for his 
wiſdome ; The righeeaxs, faith Solomon, is more worthy then bis neighbour, 
Prov.12+26. and, Better is the poor that watheth uprightly, then be thar per- 
werteth bis wayes, though be be rich, Proy.28.6. and thus the Bereans are 


Fepured by the Holy Ghoſt , More noble men then they of Theſſalonica, becauſe 


they received the word with aft readineſſt, and ſearched the Scriptures, whe- 
ther thoſe things were ſo which Paulpreached, A&.17.11, Whenceir is that 
D&vid thought ir not ſo happy for him to be a King in his own houſe, as 2 
Door-keeper in Gods bouſe , that godly Conſtantine rejoyced more in being 
the ſeryancof Cbrift, then in being Emperour of rhe whole world, thar 
Theodofous che Empcrour preferred the ticle of Membrum Eccleſia before 
that of ' Caput Imperii,profefling rhar he had rather be a Saintand no King, 
then a King and no Saint ; yea, Ignatius ſaid, he had rather be. a Marty 
then a Monarch. Beſides, experience proves greaneſſe, nobility, and 
riches, tro be a moſt deccirfull rule co walk by ; for, the Kings of the earth 
band themſelves , and the Princes are aſſembled together againſt the Lord, and 
againſt bis {brift, Pal. 2.2. Andin 1 King, 20.16. we read of nolefle then 
twoand thirty Kings in a cluſter thar were every one drunk ; and elſe- 
where, thara thouſand of the Chief Princes of Iſygel commicred fornication, 
and were all deſtroyed for their labour in one day, Numb.25.9.1 Cor.10.8. 
Jen, of rwenry Kings of -Zudeh which the Scriprure mentions, we read of 

ur fix that were godly, and of cighteen Kings of 1/rael, all bur-wo are 
branded by the Holy Ghoſt for wicked, and yer this Nation was Gods pc- 
culiar and choſen people our of all rhe world ; and laſtly, when the Rzlers 


fare in counſell againſt Chriſt, none ſpake for him bur Nicedemus , Joh. 7. 


$051. Allwhich ſhews; thatjr isneicber a gocd nor a ſafe way to imitate 
other mens examples, be they never ſo rich, nevec ſo grear ; orif weſinne 
together, we ſhall be ſure roperiſh rogerher; as when thoſe 4hree and 
twenty theuſtnd Iſraelites committed fornication after the example of the 
chief Princes, they were every one deſtroyed, borh leaders and followe' s, 
Numb.25.9,1 C27 10.8,2nd as when thoſe other Cities followed ay" 
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JuR, they were all conſumed with Sodoms fire, Fude 7. 
© 2, $. Bur thirdly, admit chou-couldeR alledge for thine excuſe, thar 
thoudoft but as moſt of the wiſe, learned , and greateſt Scholars in rhe 
Land do, yerall were one, this could nor excuſc.thee for firſt, Nat 
wiſe men after the fleſh are called, but God bath choſen the fodliſh things of 
the world to confound the wiſe , 1 Cor,1,26,27,29. yea , the preaching of 
Chriſt crucified was fooliſhneſſe 19 the wiſe Sages of rhe world, 1 Cor.r. 23. 
It picaſerh God for the moſt part to bide the myſteries of ſalvation from the 
wiſe and learned, andto reveal them unto babes, Matth,11-25, Luke 1002.1, 
yea, theſaving knowledge of Chriſt is bid teal that are loft, 2 Cor.g;z.bur 
3f once men abuſe their knowledge and learning to Gods diſhonour, and 
comply wich Saran and the world againſtthe Churctr (as how many Scho- 
Jars in all ages of the world haye reſembled Traqen, who was induced with 
grear knowledge and other fingular verrues, bur defaced them all by ha- 
ting Chriſtianity, and oppoſing the power of godlinefſe) in this caſe he ra- 


þ — — ou 


keth that knowledge which once they had from rhem,as he took hearfrom 


the fire when it would burn hischildren, Dan.3: 27. 1 will deſtroy the tokens 
ef the Sonth-ſayers (faich God) and make them that conjeftnre ſoles; 1 
will turn the wiſe men backward, end make their knowledge ſoaliſhneſſe, Iſa. 
44-25. And again, He taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſſe, and the coun- 
fellof the wicked js made fooliſh, Job 5.1 3. And juſtly are they forſaken of 
their reaſon, who hayeabandoned God, yea, mot juſt it is, thar they who 
want grace ſhould want wittoo, for which read 2 Theſſ.2.10,11,12+ Thus 
I might: go onand ſhew, rh we may not imitate the a&ions, nor fellow 
che examples of the beſt and holieſt men in every thing chey do, though 
wc havefome plauſible reaſons for our doing ſo, and alſo good and holy ine 
rentionsin our {o doing, or if we do, that we may go to Hell norwich- 
fandjng. - 
| CHar. 28, 

T. $. Burt you will ſay, ifneither cuftome of the greateſt number, ,nor 
of rhe greareſt men, nor of the greareſt Scholars, nor of the beſt and ho- 
lieſt men, though we have reaſon for our doingirt, and good inrentions in 
the doing of ir, is a ſufficienr warrant for our ations, bur that all rheſe are 
crooked and deceirfull guides ; then whar may bea ſafe guide, and an in» 
falliblerulein all caſesro ſteer by, and ſquare all our a&ions? 

I anſwer; Asa RuledireRerh the Artificer in his work, and keepeth him 


from erring, ſodoth Gods ppord dire& the religious in their lives, and keep 


chem from erring, The right way is the ſignified Will of God, and wharſo- 
everſwerves from, or is repygnant to the righr,is wrong and crooked; Law 
and Precepris a ftraighrline,ro ſhew us whether we do miſ-belieye or miſ+ 
Fve,z Per.1.19. Epbeſ.2.30. Gal.6.16. Jolm 5,39. And it hath eyer been 
the care of Chriſtians to ſtick cloſe rothe written W ord, having alwaysand 
In allcaſesan eyerhereumto ; and without this written Word, a manin the 
world is a2 S&ip 9n the Sea withour @ guide ; yea, he that Lves we 
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ſerve the Lord, Joſh,24.15, Itwas Noahs happineflcin the old 
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ing this his rule, he whoſers not the DiaZ or Clock of his life by this 
Suane, he who direfeth nor his courſe in walking by this North-pole, or 
Load-ſtar, bur by the wayering,uncertain, and moveable ftars of cuſtore, 
examplc,reafon, and good intentions, {ailes wirhour a Compaſſe, and may 
look every minute to be ſwallowed up in the Ocean of fin and judgement ; 
nor will any thar haye grace in their hearrs make cuſtome, example, or 
the badneflc of the times a cloak to excuſe rheir conformity in evill cour- 
ſes, bur rather aſpur ro incite them robe ſo much the more carefullnorro 
be ſwayed with che common ftream; and happy is that man who makes 
anorhers vices ſteps to climbe ro Heaven by, as it fared wich righreous 
Lot; and ſo doth every wiſe and good man, as why ſhould they nor wake 
this uſe of the corruptions of the times, when eyen the mud of the world 
by the induſtrious Hollander is turned to an uſefull fuel? If the Air be ge- 
nerally infe&ious, had we notneed to be ſo much che more ftri& in our 
Diet, and carefull in the uſe of wholeſome preſeryarives ? Nor is fingula- 
rity in ſuch caſes onely lawfull bur lawdable, when vice growes into fa« 
ſhion,fingularity isa vertue ; and when ſanRity is counted fingulariry, 
happy he thatgoerh alone, and reſolyes ro be an examplc ro others ; yea, 
moſt happy ishe thar can ſtand uprighr when the world declines, and can 
indeayour to repair the common ruine wich a conſtancy in goodnefſe ; rhar 
canrelolye with Zoſhua, Whatever the world doth, yet 1 and ap Jp will 
orld, char 
he followed notche worlds faſhions; he believed alone whenall che world 
conteſtedagainſt him, and he was ſayed alone when 811 che world periſhed 
without him, Ic was Lots happinefle, that he followed nor the faſhions of 
Sodome. Ic was Abrahams bappineflc, thar he did not like the Chaldeans; 
Deniels happinefle, chart he did nor like the Babylonians. Ir was good for 
Fob char he was fingular in the Land of Vq; good for Nicodemas, 
chat he was ſingular among the Rulers, as now they all finde to their great 
comfort, and exceeding great reward ; yea, it was happy for Reaben, that 
he was oppoluero 2ll his Brethren ; happy for Caleb and Joſhue, that they 
were oppoſite ta. the reſt of the Spies ; happy for the Zewes, rhar their cu- 
Bomes were divers, and contrary to all other people, though Haman was plea- 
ſedromake ir their great and haifivus crime, Efter 3.8, Happy for Luther 
tharhe was oppoſire to the reſt of his Countrey, and no lefle happy ſhall 


we be, if with the Deer we can feed againſt the winde of popular applauſe; 


if with che Stargion or Crab-fiſh we can ſwimme againſt cheſtream of cu- 
ſome and example; if with Atticus we can cleave ©o the right, though 
lofing fide ; or if we do nor, we ſhall miſſe of rhe narrow way, and conſe- 
quently fail of entering in at rhe ficait Gare, for the greateſt part ſhurs 
out God upon Earth, and is excluded from God elfewhere, Matth.7.13,14- 
And indeed,if Zeſus Chrift and his ewelye Apoſtles bs; on our fide,wharneed 
we care though Hered & Pontius Pilate, & a'l the Tulers,8 the whole Nati- 
on of the 7ews, rogerher with a world of ow Romiſh FaQtion beagainſt et: 
4 


| 
wt 
AC 


ET” | 
| 7 andcerrainly if thou werr not afool, thou woukeft hold ir betrer to beim 
4 the {iall number of Cbrifts lictle flock which areto be ſaves; rhenin the 
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namcrous herds of thoſe Goatey that are deftinaced eo defſtruRion ; and ſo- 
much for anſwer to Sarans firftpleaor objeQion, Bur, _ 


CHAP, 29. 


x. $. Secondly,he bath a worſe and mote dangerous delaſion rhen this. 
For if ke ſee a man convinced thar he is norfing ſo as he oughr ro be, (that 
he may keep him ſtill impenicem) he will fayamo him, Troubke ner thy 
ſelt with theſe things; doſt rhou nor know rhar God is mercifult, and cthax 
Chriſt came into the world toſave ſumers? witne fe the Thief upon the Croſſe 
whowas hcard, and ſaved by him ar the very laſt hour; and upon rhis 
ground a world of men in a carnal prefumption go onto deftruion with 
our cyer berhinking rhemfclves ; for ſay rhey,Ler che worſt that can come, 
repenranice at the Jaſt hour, and ſaying, Lord, have mercy wpon-me; will 
make all eyzn, otherwiſe God is nor ſo good as his word ; who faith, Ar 
whar time ſocyer a finner repemerh, &c. Bur ler the argument be welf 
ſcann'd, and thiswill be found as ſotriſh, deceirful, and dangerous as the 0- 
ther ; whercfore that Satan, (whois alwayes a far) may not by his cun- 


 ningdclufionsgtlf you of your fouls, and plunge you into everlaſting hor- 


rour ; conſider with me in che firſt place, that as God is mercifull, ſo he is 
alſo juſt, and crue, and ſpeaks as he meanes in his Word; yea, heistruch 
ic (elf, and his Word is the ground and rouch-ſtone of all rruth ; where- 
fore, If azyſpirit or an Azgel from Heaven croſſe thewritten Word, we are 


_ to holdbimaccurſed, Gal.1.8,9, Now we ſhallfinde, rhar ſalvation isnot 


more promiſed to the godly (in any parr of the Bible; Old Teſtament or 
New) then eternal] dearh and deſtruRion is rhreatened ro the wicked, as 
you may ſce, Zoht 5.28, ro 47. Heb.12,29, Dent-4.24.a0d 29.19,20. 1 Cov. 
6,9,10. Gal.5.21+ Revel.21.8.2 Thef,2.13. 7er.16.13, Matth:7. 13, 144 
& 25-34,4T- Zames 2.13. 1 Zobn3.6. Luke 13.24. 1 Pet«q,18. yea, Godhath 
ſufficiently manifeſted his juſtice and ſeverity already in puniſhing ſin, and 
pouring vengeance upon thoſe thar haye provoked him, as upon the Ax- 
gels, our firſt Parents, and all therace of Man-kinde; upon the old world; 
upon whole Menarchiesand Empires,upon whole Nations,Cittes and Fami« 
lies, upon divers partycular perſons, as upon Phar ob, Nadab, and Abibs, 
Chora , Dathau and 4biram with their 250 Captaizs,and many thouſand of 
the Children of Iſrag', upon Haman aud Balaam', Saul and Dveg, Abſalom 
and Achizophel, Abab and Zexabel, $ enacharib a nd Nebachadnexxay, the 
two Captains axd their fifties, Herod and Judas, Ananias and Sapbira, wirlt 
a warld of others; yea, how ſeverely bath he dealt with his own chiſdren 
whenthey fianed againft himg viz: with Xofes, and 4arge, and EB, who 
w.xe in ſingular favour withhim; yea with David, « man after Gods own 
bearer, and that afrerhis fin was remitted; and taftly;wich his own Son, thae 
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no fin mighr'go unpuniſhed, which may make all impenitent perforscrems | | 
ble ; fotit God were ſo Juſt and ſeyereto his own Son, thar nothing world 
appeaſe him bur his death on the Crofle, how can the wicked his enemies 
look ro be ſpared ? and if Gods own Servants, who are asdear and near 
to him as the apple of bis ewn eye,or as the fienet on bz; right band, luffer ! 
fo many and gricyous affliftions here, whar ſhall bis adverſaries ſuffer in | 
Hell ? Bur becaule rhou ſhalt haye nothing to objeR , wilr thou believe 
Chriſt bimſclf, whom thou thinkeft cameo ſave all indifferently: if thou | 
wile, aca but to Matth.25. and hewill cell thee, that ar his comming ro ; 
Jndgement he will as well fay tothe diſobedienr, Depart from me, ye 62r- 
ſed znro everlaſting fire, which is prepared for the Devil and bis Angels; as 10 
che obedient, Come ye bleſſed.of my Fatber, inherit the K;jngdome of bea- 
ven prepared for you from the foundation of the world, ver(.34,41. Again, ' 
left any ſhould be over-confidenr, he tels all men plainly, that the gate of © 
heaues @ ſo ſtrait that few ſhall findeit , Matth.7.13,14. and that maxy 
ſbaſſ ſeth toenter thereat aud: ſhall not be able, Luke 13.24, And rhat many 
we called, (viz, bythe outward miniftery of the Word) but ſew choſes, 
Marth;30.16. & 22,1 4.Sad prediftions forſuch as apply Cbrifts Paſſion as 
a warrancfor their licentiouſnefle, noras a remedy ; and rake his Death 
as a licenſero fin , his Crofſe as a Letters Parent to do miſchief. O that 
men would ſeriouſly rhink upon theſe Scriprures, rogerher with thar, 2 
Theſſ'x.7;3,y. where the Apoſtiercls us, tharthe Lord EH come rhe 
| ſecond rime in flaming fire, to renger vengeance unto them thet know bim 
vet , and that obey not bis Goſpel ,1 Per.4.18, where the Holy Gheftieb us, 
rhat eyenthe righteous ſhall fearcely be ſaved, And Dent.29,19. ro2.9,where 
Godrelsus cxpreſly, that he will not be mercifull unto (uch as flarrexthem- 
ſcives ir an evill way; but that bjs wrath and jealoufie ſhall ſmoke againſt 
ibew, ec. and that zf we will not regard nor bearken unto him when he calls 
pew 1 ſor repent ance, be will not bear nor 7egard us, when in our diſtreſſe 
and anguiſh we fſhal call upon bim ſor mercy: but even laugh arokr deſtrutths 
o", and mock when our fear commeth, Prov.1.24.to 33. and that bewill ye- 
1" compence every man according to bis works, be they good Of evi, Revel.20.r3. 
& 22-13, Rom.3.6. Exch.7-4, $,9. 89.10. & 11.21, & 16.43. bur this is | 
the _— and a juſtplague ypon our ſo much formality and prophane- 
nefle "our ſo mach mcans of grace, there be very few men rhar make 
notthe whole Bible, and all the Sermons they kear , yea the checks of their 
. own conſtiences, and che motions of Gods Spirit urterly incffeRuall for 
| wanrofwir and graceto apply the ſamers themſelycs; burrogo on, 
2. $. Secondly,we ſhall fnde tharrhough Chriſt in the Gofpelhach made 
many large and precious promiſes, yer there are none ſogenerallwhich are 
uot limiced with the condition of faith, and the fruir thereof unfeigned 
repentauce, and each of themareſo tied and entailed, that none ean lay 
chim torhem bur rrueBeFevers which repent, and tarn f/0m all their fins 


jo ſerve bimi int bolineſſe, without which no ran ſhall ſect be Lord, Heb.x3.14. 
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and 5,9. Mark 36.16. John 3.36. Iſa.59.20. Neither was it eyer heard thae * 
any aſcerided into Heaven withour going up the Ktayes of obedicnce and || 
good works, thar any bave attained unto everhfting life withour faith, 
repentance ard ſanRification, for eyen the Thief upan the Croſſe (whom 
you ignoraatly alledge) believed .in {briſt, and ſhewed the fruits of his 
faich in acknowledging his own fin, reproving his fellow, and confefling 
cur Sayiour Chriſt cycn then when his Apoſtles denied and forſook him, in 
calling upon his name, deſiring, and confidently cruſting by his meansand + 
mericsto have everlaſting life, And indeed, the very end of Gods ele&- |! 
ing, and of Chyiſts redeeming us was, That we might be-bety, Ephel. 1. 4. 
March.19-17s and therefore he bindes ic with an Oath, That 

be redeemeth out of the hands of their (yirituall enemies, they ſhall worſbip 
bim in bolineſſeandrighteouſneſſe all the dayes of their lives, Luke 1:70. to 
76. x Per.2.24. they therefore thar never cameto be holy were never cho« 
ſen, never redeemed ; other Scriprures to this purpoſe are many, ſee one- 
ly, Tit.2.12,14- 1 Pet. 2,24. Matth.19. 17. nor ought any indecd to call 
upon Chriſt, or once to name him with their mouths, except they depart 
from iniquity, » Tim.2.19. Neither doth the Thiefes example make any 
whit for the comfort of procraſtinaters ; for Firſt, we read not thar ever 
he was ourwardly called uncill chis very hour; Secondly,thoughthere was 
one ſaved ar the laſt hour that none might deſpair, yer rhere was bur one 
that none ſhould preſume; and millions who had lefle iniquity have found 
lfle mercy, Thirdly, the Thiefes converſion was one of the Miracles, 
with the glory whereof our Sayiour would honour che ignominy of his 
Crofſe, Again, Fourthly, the Thief was ſaved ar the very inſtant of time 
when our Saviour triumphed on the Crofe, took his leave of rhe world, 
and entered into his glory, Now ic is uſuall with Princes ro ſave ſome 
hainous MalefaQors ar their Coronation, when they cnrer upon their 
Kingdomes in triumph, which they are never known to do afterwards, 
which circumſtances being righrly conſidered, rogether with the wonder- 
full change ſo ſuddenly wroughtin him, as I ſhewed before, his example 
will yield lictle cncouragement ro men of thy condition z nor was his ſud- 
den converfionever intended in Gods purpoſe for a temptation, and yer by 
Satans policy working upon wicked mens deprayed judgements, and Cor- 
rupr hearrsin wrefting this Scripture, ir hath proved (by accident) the 
Jofle of many thouſand ſoyls, and take heedir proye nor thy caſe;'ro which - 
end ler not Saran any lenger bewirch you, ſo to think upon Ge1s mercy, as 
in rhe meanrime toforger thar he is alſo juſt and true; and ſo much for 
anſwer ro rheſe two objeRions, which Saran findes more preyalentthen all 
the reſt he is able roinyenr, 
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I. $. Nowto windeup allwith a word of exhorcarion, if thou beeſt cons 
vine', and rcſol veſt upon a new courſe, let thy reſolution be PRoemprory 
an 
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and conſtant, and take heed thou harden nor again, as Pharach, the Phili- 
fines, rhe joungman inthe Golpel, Pilate and i did. Reſemble northe 
Iron which is no longer ſoft then ir is in the fire ; be nor like rhoſe thar are 
Sea-fick, who are much troubled whilerhey are on Ship-board, bur preſent- 
ly well again when they are come to ſhore; for that good (ſaich Gregory) 
will do us no good which is not made good byperſeverance. If with rheſe 
premonitions the Spirit ſhall youchſate ro ſtir up in thine hearr, any good 
morions and: holy purpoſcs roobey God, in lerting thy fins go,quench not, 


' grievenor the Spirit, 2 The. 5.19. return not with the Dog to thy w0mit, 


leſt thy latter end prove ſeven-fold wor(e then thy beginning, Matth. 12,43, 
45- As ir fared with Zulianrhe Apoſtate, and 7 udas the traitor, O iris a 
fcarfull thing 80 receive the grace of God in vain; & a orcs be= 
ing warnedof a Rochwilfully to caſt our ſelyes upon it | Neither ket Saran 


perſwade you ro deferre your repentance,no not an hour, leſt your reſoJu- | 


tion proves asa falſe conception which never comes to bearing ; for as ill 
Debtors pur off their Creditors, firſt one week, then anorher, till ar laſt 
they are able ro pay nothing, ſo deal delayers with God. Befides, dearth 
may beſudden, even the leaſt of a thouſand things can killthee, and give 
thee noleaſure to be fick., 

2. $, Secondly, or if death be not ſudden, repentance is no ſuch eafie 
work as to bepur off ro ficknefſe ; and though true repentance be never 
roo late, yerlate repenrance is ſeldome true; and indeed there is ſmall 
hope of repentance at the hour of death, where there was no regard of 
honeſty in the rime of life, and Millions are now in Hell who thought _y 
would repent hereafter; notbeing wiſe enough to conſider that it is wi 
fin inthe hearr as with a tree planted in the ground, which the longer ic 
groweth, the harder ir isro be pluckr up z or a nail in a poſt, which is 
made faſter by every ſtrpke ofthe Hammer; As whar (aichthe HolyGhoft, 


| Centbe Black Moor change bis skin, or the Leopard bis ſpots ? then may yeal- 


ſo do go00d that are accuſtomed to do evil, Jer.13.23. : 
3- $. Thirdly, or ſuppoſe after many years ſpent in the ſervice of fin 
y and Satan thow art willing ro relinquiſh thy luſts, and offer to God rhyſer- 
vice andbeſ devotions ar thelaſt gaſpe, will he accept of them ? No, he 
hath expreſly rold us the cantrary , Prov.1.24, to 32. yea, is it likely rhar 
God willaccepr of thy dry bones when Saran hath ſuck out all the marrow? 
Thar he will give his heavenly and ſpirituall graces arthe hour of death, to 
c who have contemned them all their life? Yea,is itnotmott juſt ande- 
_ if God will not be found of choſe that were concent to loſe him? If he 
t his car againſt their prayers calling to him for pardon, rhar ſtoprtheir 
ears againſt his Voice calling upon them for repentance? The Lord hath 
made a promiſe to late repenrance,not of late repenrance;ifrhou conyerreſ 
$0 morrow thou arr ſure of grace,butrhou art nor ſure of ro morrows con« 
yerfion;if in any reaſonable time we pray be wil hear us,if we repent he wil 
pareen ys,if we ameng our lives he willſaye us; bur for want of this timely 
con- 


The whole Duty of « Chriſtin: oo v9 


"oy The whole Duty of # Chriſtian. | Ee | 
conſideration Dives prayed,bur was not heard; E ſas wepr, but Was not pi= i 8: 


' bitter Sentence and Doome of Chrift, the neyer dying _—_ and worm of 


how ſoon was Peter changed, with but comming into che High Pr 


ied; the footiſh Firgius knocke, bur weredenicd ; and fo thouſands baye | 
cried unto Godarrhe hour of death, and found no repentance, but they di 


edaschey lived, and wenrfrom deſpair unro deftruftion. Wherefore, as || - 


you-render the good of your own ſou], [et upen rhe work preſently; provide 
with 7oſeph for che dearth to come ; and with Neab in the dayes of thine 
health buildthe Ark of a good Conſcionce againftthe floods of fickneffe ; 
imitatethe 422, who provides her mear in Summer for the Winter follow- 


ing; yea, do it while the yerning bowels, rhe bleeding wounds, and com» ! 


paſſionate arms of eſis Chriſt lie open to receiye you ; whiles ye have 
health; and life, and means, and time ro repent ; and make your peace 
with God.As you tender (I ſay )the everlaſting happineffe and welfare of 
your almoſt loſt and drowned ſou], as you expe& or hopefor grace or mer- | 
cy,for joy and comfort, for Heaven and ſalyarion, for endleffe blifle and 
glory ar the laſt; as you would cſcape rhe direfuf Wrath of God, the 


Conſcience, the rormenting and foul-ſcorching flames of Hell, and cyer- 
laſing ſeparation from Gags blisfull preſcnce, abjure, and utcerly renounce 
all wilfull and affcRed evill. To whichend ; 

4. F. In the next place , be diligent ro hear Gods Word powerfully 
preached, which isthe fword of the Spirir, thar killeth our corrupriens, 


andrhar unreſiſtable Cannon-ſhor, which beateth and barrereth down all | 


the firong holds of fin and Saran. 

5. $. Thirdly; ponder and medirare ſeriouſly on Gods ineftimable love 
gowards us, who hath nar ſpared to give his onely beloved Son our of his 
boſome todic for us, and to purchaſe rhereby every good rhingwe do in» 
Joy either for ſoul or body, even to the leaſt bit of bread we ear ;/ and this 


will make thee (if thou haſt any ingenuity) ro dire all thy rhoughrs, 
- nn and aQtionsto his glory, ashc harh dire&cd rhy erernall falyation 
thereunts, and often force thee ro break out inro rhis or the like exprefſi- 


on, What ſhall T render untorhee, O Lord for all thy benefirs ? bur love | 


thee my Creator, and become a new creature. ; 
w. 6. $- Fourthly,confider that the Lord beholdeth thee in all plzces,and 
in every thing thou doſt; even 'as the eyes of a wel-drawn Þi8ure are 
faſtened on thee whichway ſoever thon rurneſt; yea, conſider him as 2 
juſt Judge>who will notlet fin go unpunitſhed, and rhis will makerhee keep 
a narrower watch oyer thy very thoughts chen any other can do oyer thine 
aQRions. 

5. $. Fifrhly, if thou wile! be ſafe from evill works, ayoid the accafions 
ar leaſt if thou wil keep thy ſelf from iniquiry, have no fcllowſhip wirh 
the workersof iniquity;for it isnot more hardro finde yerme in evil come 

then ro miſlevice; They were ming/ed among the Heathen (faich the 
ls mift) and what followes , they learned their workes, Pfal-ro6.35, i 
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Hall ; and the like with David and Solomen, which made David to lay ſo 

ſoon as he had confidercd ir, Depart from me all JeWorkers of iniquity, for 
1 will keep the Commandements of my God, Pſal.119.115. knowing thathe 
could not do rhe one without the other, And indeed, the choice of 2 


' mans company is one of the moſt weighty aRions of our lives, forour fu- 


rure well or ill-being dependson thateleRtion, and many a man had been 
good rhar is nor,if he had bur kepr good company. 

$. $. Sixthly and laſtly, bur chiefly & principally, omit nor ro pray for 
the aſliftance of Gods Spirir, orherwiſc thy ſtrengrh is ſmall ; yea, excepr 
Godgive thee repontance, andtemove.all impediments thac may hinder, 
thou canſt no more rury thy ſelf then thou couldeſt ar firft make thy ſelf ; 
we are not ſufficient of our ſetves to think, muchleſſe ro ſpeak, leaſt of all ro 
do that which is good, 2 Cor.3.5. John 15.4,5. we are ſwift to all evill, 
bur ro any good unmoveable ; wherefore beg of God thar he will give you 
a new hearr, and when the heart is changed, all the members will follow 
afcer ir,asrhe reſt of the Cremarcsateer the Sunwheaiir eriſeth ;"Inipor-. 
rune hird forgrace, tharchow\naieſt firmly reſolve. ;- ſpecdily begin, and 
cominuallyperſcycre in doing, nod tufering his holy Will ; defize him to 
;riforme and reforme thee [o, that rhou maieſt neither miſ-beNeve nor miſe 
live ; ev rephicthrethy heart, change #nd purifie thy matzre, fubWue thy 
reaſon, retific thy judgement, Yeform and firengrhen rhywill, rene thy 
affc&ions, and bear Jown-in 'thee ybarſocyer lands in oppoſition. to the 
Sceprer of Jeſus Cbri(t ; nor.foxgeming tharprayer is the key of Heaven, 
as Ambroſe calls ic. p 4 <pS 

And nowfor concluſion, if thou receiveſt any power againſt thy corru- 
prions, forget nor to be thankfull, and when God hath the fruit of his mer- 
cies,he will nor ſpare ro ſowe much wherehe reaps much. Confider what 
Ifay, and che Lord give you undesſtanding to-ftrive afrer rhaſe graces, 
'wherewich a trile. ls-qualified ; and hercof I have given you'n 
Copy in the fore-going CharaQer, 


F #X # 


te. il 
* 


E haveperuſed this Treatiſe, and approving it tobe ve- 
| 7 pithy, pious, and profitable, We atlow-ittobe prin- 
ted and publiſhed. 4 


Tohn Downame. 
T homas Gatakey. 
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